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TO THE 


BE ADE 


HE Letters of Mr. Samuel! Rutherford, 
have been generally admired by all the 
children of God, into whoſe hands they have 
fallen, for the vein of piety, truſt in God, 
and holy zeal, which run through them. 
The ſame piety, zeal, and confidence in God 
ſhine through all the letters of Mr. Alleine: fo 
that in this reſpe& he may well be ſtiled, The 
Engliſb Rutherford. But yet there is a very diſ- 
cernable difference between them : in piety and 
tervour of ſpirit they are the ſame: but the 
fervour of the one more reſembles that of St. 
Paul, of the other, that of St. John. They 
were both men of the moſt intrepid courage : 
but in love Mr. Alleine has the pre-eminence, 
He ſeems to excel in bowels of mercy, meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, in tenderneſs, mildneſs, and 
ſweetneſs of ſpirit, even to his bittereſt enemies. 
F do not therefore ſcruple to give theſe Letters 
the preference, even to Mr. Rutherford's : as 
expreſſing, in a {till higher degree, the love 
that is long-ſuffering and kind, which is not 
provoked, which thinketh no evil, and which 
hopeth, believeth, and endureth all things, 


Loxpon, JOHN WESLEY. 
Mar ch 7, 1767. 
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To his Wife, concerning his Acceptance of "Taunton. 
My dar Heart, 


SZ» Y this time I hope thou haſt received mine, 


2.4 B N touching Taunton, I find my heart much 
EN N inchning that way. I will tell thee the 


N rinciples upon which I go. 

N K, 1 ay this for a . That a 
man's life conſiſts not in the abundance of the things 
that he poſleſſeth. It was accounted a wile prayer that 
Jur put up, to be fed with food convenient for him. 
And certain it is, that where men have leaſt of the 
world, they eſteem it leaſt, and live more by faith in 
God, caſting their care and burden upon him. O the 
{ſweet breathing of Daw4J*s ſoul ! The ſtrong actings of 
his faith when his condition was low and mean ! How 
tully doth he rely upon God. And certainly could 
we that are uncxperienced, but feel the thorns of thoſe 
cares and troubles, that there are in gathering and 
keeping much, and the danger when riches increaſe 
of ſetting our hearts upon them, we ſhould prize the 
happineſs of a middle condition. Doubtleis, godh- 
neſs with contentment is great gain. Seekeſt thou great 
things for thyſelf, (faid the Prophet to Baruch) ſee then 
not. Certainly a good conſcience 1s a continual feaſt, 
and enough for a happy life. 

Secondly, I take this for an undoubted truth, that a 
dram of grace 1s better than a talent of wealth ; and 
therefore ſuch a place where we had little to do with 
the world to take off our thoughts from the things of 
eternity, and had the advantage of abundance of 
means, and the daily opportunities of warming our 
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hearts wich the bleſſed Society of Chriſtians, is (if we 
paſs a true ſpiritual judgment, ) without compariſon be- 
tore another place, void of thoſe ſpiritual advantages. 
Let us think, what though our purſes may thrive better 
in aplace of large maintenance; yet where are our ſouls 
like to thrive any way anſwerable to what they are in 
this? we ſhould have but little in the world, but what 
is this, if it be made up to us in communion with 
God and his people? It we thrive in faith, and love, 
humility, and heavenly-mindedneſs, what matter 1s 
it, though we do not raiſe ourſelves in the world, Oh! 
Who would leave ſo much grace, and fo much com- 
fort in communion with Chriſt and his Saints, for 
the probabilities of living a little more handſomely. 
"Tis a ſtrange thing to ſee how Chriſtians generally 
judge. What is it worth a year ? Is the maintenance 
certain? What charges are there like to be? Theſe are 
the queſtions we commonly aſk firſt, when we ſpeak 
of ſettling, But alas, though thoſe things are to be 
conſidered too, yet what good am I like to do? What 
good am I like to get? Theſe ſhould be the chief 
things we ſhould judge by. What, if we have but a 
little in the worid ? Why then we mult keep but a 
ſhort table, and give the meaner entertainment to our 
friends, O but will not this be abundantly made up, 
it we have more outward and inward peace? Let 
others hug themſelves in their corn, and wine, and 
oil, in their fat livings, and their large tables, if we 
have more of the light of God's countenance, who 
would change with them? 

Thi-dly, That the ſureſt way to have any outward 
mercy, is to be content to want it. When men's de- 
fires are over eager after the world, they muſt have 
thus much a year, and a houſe well furniſhed, and 
wite, and children, thus and thus qualified. God doth 
uſually, break their wills by denying them, as onc 
would croſs a froward child of his ſtubborn humour : 
or elſe puts a ſting into them, that a man had been 
as well without them. The beſt way to get riches, is 
out of doubt to ſet them loweſt in one's Deſires. . 
lomon found it ſo: He did not aſk Riches, but Wiſdom, 
but God was ſo pleaſed, that he threw them intothe Bar- 
A 3 gain. 
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gain. Nothing ſets God's mercies farther off than 
the want of free ſubmiſſion to want them. Certainly 
God will never be behind hand with us. Let our care 
be to build his houſe, and let him alone to build ours. 

Fourthly, That none ever was, or ever ſhall be, 
loſer by Jeſus Chriſt, Many have loſt much for him, 
but never did, never ſhall any loſe by him. Take this 
for a certainty, whatſoever outward comforts we leave, 
or outward advantages, that we may glorify him in 

ur ſervices, and enjoy him in all his ordinances more 
than other-where we could, we fhall receive an hun- 
dred fold in this life. *Tis a fad thing to ſee how 
):ttle Chriſt is truſted ; men will truſt him no farther 
than they can ſee him. Alas, hath he not a thouſand 
ways, both outward and inward, to make up a little 
outward advantage to us? Have any ventured them- 
ſelves upon him in his way, but he made good every 
promiſe to them ? Let us theretore exerciſe our faith, 
and ſtay ourſelves on the promiſe, and ſee if ever we 
are ſhamed of our hope. 

Fifihly, That what is wanting in the means, God 
will make up in the bleſſing, This I take for a certain 
truth, while a man commits himſelf and his affairs to 
God, and is in any way that God put him into: and 
it a man have but a little income, 1t he have a great 
bleſſing, that will make it vp. Alas, we muit not ac- 
count of mercies by the bulk. What if another have 
a pound to my ounce, it mine be gold for his ſilver, I 
will never change with him. As 'tis not bread that 
keeps men alive, but the word of bleſſing that pro- 
cedeth out of the mouth of God; ſo 'tis not the 
largeneſs of the means, but the bleſſing of the Lord 
that maketh rich. Oh! if men did but believe this 
_ would not graſp ſo much of the world as they do, 
Well, let others take their courſe, and we will take 
don to wait upon God by faith and prayer: Let 
others toil to enlarge their income, we will pray God 
to enlarge our bleſſing, and 1 doubt not but we ſhall 
prove the gainers. 

Silly, That every condition hath its ſnares, and 
troubles, and therefore we may not expect to be with- 
out them where-ever we be, only that condition is moſt 

eligible 
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eligible that hath feweſt and leaſt, I cannot object any 


y thing againit the propoſal of Tauuton, but the meanneſs 
e of the maintenance. And let us conlider how incon- 
+ ſiderable this inconvenience is, in compariſon of thoſe 
a we muſt reckon upon meeting with, it God caſt us into 
) another place, Upon theſe conſiderations, I find my 
5 heart much inclined to accept of their offer at Taunton. 
, I beſeech thee to weigh the matter and tell me thy 
1 thoughts, and which way thy ſpirit inclines, for I 
C have always reſolved the place I ſettled in ſhould be to 


; thy content. I have been fo large in delivering my 
7 judgment, that I muſt thruſt up my affections into a 
r corner. Well, though they have but a corner in my 
letter, I am ſure they have room enough in my heart ; 
: but I muſt conclude; the Lord keep thee my dear, 


— 


. and cheriſh thee for ever in his boſom, tarewell, mine 
; own ſout, 

Tam, as ever, thine own heart, 
Oxox, May 27, 1659. JOS. ALLEINE, 


| FRY 00 ns ies 0 . 


To my moſt dearly beloved, my Chriſtian Friends in 
Taunton, Salvation. 


Moft lowing Brethren, 


Shall never forget your old kindneſſes; would 1 

never fo fain forget them, yet I could not, they are 
ſo continually renewed ; for there is never a day but J 
hear of them: nay, more than hear ot them, I feel 
and taite them. The God that hath promiſed they 
that give to a Prophet but a cup of cold water, ſhall 
receive a Prophet's reward: he will reompence your 
labour of love, your fervent prayers, your care for 
my welfare, and your bountitul tupphes. I de and 
will bleſs, the Lord as long as I live, that he hath caſt 
my lot in ſo fair a place, to dweli in your communion ; 
and eſpecially to go in and out before you, and to be 
the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts to you, to proclaim 


his law, and to preach his excellencies, to be his 
ſpokeſman 
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ſpokeſinan to you, and to woo for him, to eſpouſe you 
to one huſband, and to preſent you as a chaſte virgin 
unto Chriſt, Lord! how unworthy am I of- this 
glorious dignity, which I verily believe the brighteſt 
angels in heaven would be glad of; I cannot repent, 
notwithſtanding all the dithculties that attend his de- 
ſpiſed ſervants, and that are like to attend them; I 
have ſet my hand to his plow ; and when I was enter- 
ed into the ſacred office, I told you Moſt gladly do 
I take up this office with all the perſecutions, affliction, 
difficulties and inconveniences that do and may attend 
it.“ And bleſſed be God, I am through his goodneſs 
of the ſame mind ſtill ;. and my tribulations for Chriſt, 
confirm my choice and reſolution to ferve him with 
much more than my labours. Brethren, let them 


take up with the world that have no better portion; 


be content that they ſhould bear away the riches, and 


preferments, and glory, and ſplendor of the world. 


Alas! You have no reaſon to envy them: verily they 
have a lye in their right hand: ah ! how ſoon will 
their hopes fail them; how ſoon will the crackling 
blaſt be out, and leave them in eternal darkneſs : 
they ſhall go to the generation of their fathers, they 
ſhall never ſee light; like ſheep they ſhall be laid in 
their graves, and the upright ſhall have duminion 
over them in the moruing. Burt tor you my brethren, 


IT am jealous that none of you ſhould come ſhort of che- 


glory of God. I am ambitious for you that you ſhould 
e all the heirs of an endleſs life, of the inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fades not away. 

Ah my brethren! Why ſhould you not be all happy ? 
Jam jealous for you with a godly jealouſy, leſt à pro- 
miſe being left you of entering into his reſt, any ot you 
ſhould come ſhort of it. O look diligently, leſt any 
man fail of the grace of God: how it grieves me 
that any of you ſhould fall ſhort of mercy a: laſt! 


That any of that flock over which the Holy Ghoſt made 


me overſeer, ſhould periſh: when Chriſt hath done ſo 
much for you, and when we, (through his grace,) 
have done ſomewhat to ſave them. Ah dear brethren! 


I was in great carneſt with you, when I beſought you 
out 


„ . „„ „ 
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out of the pulpit, many a time, to give a bill of di- 


u vorce to your fins, to accept of the mercy that in the 

n name of God almighty I did there offer to you. Alas! 

18 how it pitied me to look over ſo great a congregation, 

ſt and to think that I could not for my life, perſuade . 
t, them, one quarter of them, to be ſaved? How it 

oy moved me to ſee your diligence in flocking to the molt 

I hazardous opportunities, ſince the law forbad my 

r- public preaching; and yet to think that many of you 

lo that went ſo far, were like to periſh for ever for want 

1 of going farther ! How fain would I carry you farther 

d than the outward profeſſion: O, how loath am I to 

ſs leave you there? How troubled to think that any of 

t, you ſhould hazard much for religion, and yet miſcarry | 
h for ever by the hand of ſecret pride or untamed paſſion, | 
m or an unbridled tongue, or which I fear molt of all, a 

1; © predominant love of the world in your hearts. Alas 

1d is there no remedy, but I muſt carry you to heaven's 

d. gate and leave you there? Oh, that I ſhould leave the 

2y work of your ſouls but halt done; and bring you no 


ill * farther than the alu of chriſtianity! Hear, O my 
9g people, hear, although I may command you, upon 
: your utmoſt peril, in the name of the Lord Jeſus that 
„ _ ſhall ſhortly judge you, I beſeech you, I warn you as 
in a Father doth his children: to look to the ſecuring of 
on _youreverlaſting condition: take heed of reſting in the 
n, outer part of religion, but be reitleſs till you find a 
ne thorough change within, that you are quite new in 
1d the bent of your hearts; for here is the main of re- 
ce ligion: for Chriſt's fake, for your foul's ſake, look to 

it, that you build upon the rock, that you unfeignedly 
y? deliver yourſelves to the- Lord to be under his com- 
o- mand, and at his diſpoſal in all things; ſee that you 
ou make no exceptions, no reſerve, that you caſt over- 
ny board all your worldly hopes, and count upon parting 
ne with all for Chriſt: that you take him alone for your 
it! whole happineſs. Wonder not that I often inculcate 
de this: if it be well here, it is well all; it unſound here, 
ſo the error is in the foundation, and you are undone. 
„) Brethren, I ſee great trials coming, when we ſhall ſee 
n! profeſſors fall like leaves in autumn, therefore is it 
ou that 
ut 


10) 


that I would ſo fain have 85 look to your ſtanding, 


and to ſecure the main. make ſure whatever you a 
do; get and keep your evidences clear! How dread- tl 
ful would your temptation be, if you ſhould be called te 
to part with all for Chriſt, and not be ſure of him c: 
neither! Get a clear underſtanding of the terms of | at 
life, which I have ſet before you in that form of co- w 
venanting with God in Chriſt, that I commended to ſt 
you. I would that none of you ſhould be without a al 
copy of it; be much in obſerving your own hearts, A 
and crying mightily to God for aſſurance: be ſtrict ſh 
and watchful in your whole courſe, and I doubt not er 
but you will quickly have it. 0 
I cannot conclude till I have given you my unfeign- | ye 
ed thanks for your moſt kind and gracious letter. Sure as 
it ſhall be in ſtore with me, and laid up among my hz 
treaſures. That God 1s pleaſed to make uſe of me tor 5 

your edification, is matter of higheſt joy unto me: as 
alſo to ſee your ſtedfaſtneſs in Chriſt, your unſhaken of 
reſolutions, notwithſtanding all the tempter's wiles. it 
Go on, my dearly beloved, and the Lord ſtrengthen br 
your hands and your hearts, and lift you up above the wa 
fears of men. The Lord ſtrengthen, eſtabliſh, ſettle to 
you, and after you have ſuffered a while, make yo pr. 
perfect: I leave my brethren in the everlaſting arms H 
and reſt, O 
Your Embaſſador in Bonds Be 


JOS. ALLEINE un 
From the Common Goal at Ivel- Hit 


cheſter, June 13th, 1663. ca] 
LETTER III. 8 
O 


To the belowed People the Inhabitants of the Town 45 
Taunton, Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from God ou * 
Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 428 


At endearcd and beloved Friends: Ker 
12 acknowledge myſelf a Debtor to you al bre 
and a ſervant of all, and therefore I have ſent | | 


ſaluſ Kno 


* 


bro 


ä 
* ( ) 


ou ſalute you all, My lines did fall in a fair place when 
ad- the Lord did caſt my lot among you: I remember the 
led tears and prayers you have ſent me hither with. How 
im can I forget how you poured out your ſouls upon me; 
of and truly you are a people much upon my heart, whoſe 
co- welfare is the matter of my continual prayers, care, and 
| to } ſtudy. And oh! that I knew how to do you good: 
it a ah! how certainly ſhould never a fon of you miſcarry. 
rts, Ah: how it pities me to think that ſo many of you 
riet ſnhould remain in your fins after ſo many and ſo long 
not | endeavours to convert, Once more, oh! my beloved, 
once more hear the call of the moſt high God unto 
gn- you. The priſon preaches to you the ſame doctrine 
zure as the pulpit did. Hear, O people, hear: he that 
my hath an ear let him hear. The Lord of life and of 
e for gory offers you all mercy, and peace, and bleſſedneſs: 
as Ohl! why ſhould you die? Whoſoever will, let him take 
aken of the waters of life freely! What! miſs of life, when 
Ales. it is to be had for the taking! God forbid. O my 
then brethren, my ſoul yearns for you, and my bowels to- 
2 the wards you. Ah, that I did but know what arguments 
ſettle to uſe with you: who ſhall chuſe my words that I may 
vor prevail with ſinners not to reject their own mercy ? 
rms, How ſhall I get within them? How ſhall I reach them? 
O that I could but get between their ſins and them. 
ond Beloved brethren, the Lord Jeſus hath made me, moſt 
INE, unworthy, his ſpokeſman, to beſpeak your hearts for 
him : and oh, that I knew but how to woo for him, 
that I might prevail ! Theſe eight years have I been 
calling, and yet how great a part remain viſibly in 
their = and how few have I gained to Chriſt by 
ſound converſion ! | 
Many among you remain under the power of igno- 
France: ah! how often have I told you the dangerous, 
yea, damnable ſtate that ſuch are in. Never flatter 
yourſelves that you ſhall be ſaved though you go on in 
this; I have told you often, and now tell you again, 
God muſt be falſe if ever you be ſaved without being 
ou al brought out of the ſtate of ignorance: if ever you enter 
ſent 5 at the door of heaven, it muſt be by the key of 
ſaluß knowledge, you cannot be ſaved, except you be 


brought to the knowledge of the truth. A * 
| | | that 
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that remain in groſs ignorance, that are without under- 
ſtanding, the Lord that hath made them, will not 
have mercy on them. Oh, for the love of God and 
your ſouls, I beſeech you awake and beſtir yourſelves 
to get the ſaving knowledge of God. You that are 
capable of learning a trade, are you not capable of 
learning the way to be ſaved? And is it not a pity that 
you ſhould periſh for ever for want of a little pains, 
and ſtudy, and care to get the knowledge of God? Study 
the catechiſm, it poſſible, get it by heart, if not, read 
it often, or get it read to you; cry unto God for know- 
ledge; improve the little you have by living anſwera- 
bly. Search the ſcriptures daily, get them read to 
you if you cannot read them. Improve your Sabbaths 
diligently, and I doubt not but in the uſe of theſe 
means, you will ſooner arrive to the knowledge of 
Chriſt than of a trade. | 

Many have eſcaped the groſs pollutions of the world 
but ſtick in the form of godlineſs. OI am jealous for 
you, that you ſhould not loſe the things that you have 
wrought, for the Lord's ſake put on, and beware of 
periſhing in the ſuburbs of the city of refuge. Beg 
of God to make thorough work with you; be jealous 
for yourſelves and try your eſtates, but only with thoſe 
marks, that you are ſure will abide God's trial. 

But for you that fear the Lord in ſincerity, I have 
nothing but good and comfortable words: may your 
ſouls ever live. What condition can you deviſe where- 
in there will not be matter of joy unſpeakable to you, 
O beloved, know your own happineſs, and live in 


that holy admiring, adoring, praifing of your gracious 


God, that becomes the people of his praiſe. Ihe good 
will of him that dwelt in the buſh be with you all, 
The Lord create a defence upon you, and deliverance 


for you: the Lord cover you all the day, and make 
you to dwell between his ſhoulders ! I deſire your con- 


ſtant, inſtant, earneſt prayers for me, and reſt, 
A willing labourer and a thankful ſuffercr for you, 
JOS, ALLEINE. 


From the common Goal in Ivel- 
cheſter, Fuly 4th, 1663. 


(1 
e. 


To my moſt endeared Friends, the Servants of Chrif? in 
Taunton, Grace and Peace, 


Moft dearly beloved and longed for, my Foy and Crown : 


Y heart's defire and prayer to God for you is, 

that you may be ſaved. I know that you are 
the butt of men's rage and malice : But you may (a- 
tisfy yourſelves as David in ſuſtaining Shimet's curſes : 
It may be the Lord will look upon our affliction, and 
requite good for their curſing this day. But however 
thit be, hold on your way. Your name indeed 15 
caſt out as evil, and you are hated of all men for 
Chriſt's ſake, for cleaving to his ways and ſervants : 
But let not this diſcourage you, for you are now mote 
than ever bleſſed; Only hold faſt, that no man take 
your crown. Let not any that have begun in the Spirit 
end in the fleſh. Do not torſake God, till he forſake 
you ; he that endureth to the end ſhall be faved ; The 
promiſe is to him that overcometh ; therefore think 
not of looking back : now you have ſet your hands to 
Chriſt's plow, though you labour and ſutler, the crop 
will pay for all: now the Lord is trying who they be 
that will truſt him. The world are all for a preſent 
pay; they muſt have ſomething in hand, and will not 
tollow the Lord when there are hazard and hardſhip in 
his ſervice, But now is the time for you, to prove 
yourſelves believers, when there 1s nothing viſible but 
hazard and expence, and difficulty in your Maker's 
ſervice. Now, my brethren, ſtand faſt in faith, quit 
you like men, be ſtrong: If you can truit in his pro- 
miſes now, when nothing appears but bonds, and 
loſſes, and tribulation, this will be like believers. 


| Brethren, I beſeech you to reckon upon no other but 


croſſes here. Ler none of you flatter yourſelves with 
dreams of ſlee ping in your eaſe, and temporal proſ- 


perity, and carrying heaven too. Count not upon 


reſt till you come to the land of promiſe. Not that 


11 would have any of you to run upon hazards uncalled : 
No, we ſhall meet them ſoon enough in the way of 


our duty, without we turn aſide: but I would have 
B you 
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you caſt over-board your worldly hopes, and be con- 


tent to wait till you come on the other fide the grave. 


Is it not enough to have a whole eternity of happi- | 


neſs? It God throws in the comforts of this life too, 
I would not have you throw them back again, or de- 
ſpiſe the goodneſs of the Lord: but I would that you 
ſhould uſe this world, as not abuſing it, that you ſhould 
be crucified to the world, and the world to you; that 
you ſhould declare plainly that you ſeek a better coun- 
try, which is an heavenly. Ah! my dear brethren, 
I beſeech you carry it like pilgrims and ſtrangers, 
abſtain from fleſhly luis, which war againſt your ſouls 
for what have we to do with the cuſtoms and faſhions 
of this world, who are ſtrangers in it? Be contented 
with travellers lots: know you not that you are in a 
ſtrange land? All js well as long as it is well at home; 
I pray you brethren, daily conſider your condition: 
Do you not remember that you are in an Inn? And 
what though you be but meanly accommodated ? 
Though you fare hard, and he hard! Is this a ſtrange 


thing? What ſhould travellers look for elſe? Indeed | 


it you were of the world, the world would love its 
own. But now God hath called you out of the world ; 
therefore the world hateth you: but remember, it is 
your duty to love them, even while they hate you; 
and to pray for mercy for them that will ſhew no mer- 
cy, or juſtice. This I deſire you to obſerve as a great 
duty of the preſent times: and let not any fo forget 
their duty as to wiſh evil to them that do evil to us, 
or to pleaſe themſelves with the. thoughts of being 
even with them. Let us commit ourſelves to him that 
judgeth righteouſ]y, and ſhew ourſelves the children of 
the Moſt High, who doth good to his enemies, and 
is kind to the unkind and unthankful : and what tho? 
they do hate us? Their love and good-will were 
much more to be feared, than their hatred. Brethren, 
keep yourſelves in the love of God; here is wiſdom, 
O happy ſouls, that are his favourites! For the Lord's 
ſake look to this, make ſure of lomernig.: look to your 
ſincerity above all things: let not any of you conclude, 
that becauſe you are of the ſuffering party, therefore 
| al 
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all is well: look to the foundation, that your hearts 
be taken off from every fin, and fer upon God as your 
bleſſedneſs: beware that none of you have only a name 


to live, and be no more than almoſt chriſtians. 


For 
the love of your ſouls, make a diligent ſearch, and 
try upon what ground you ſtand; for it pities me to 


think any of you ſhyuld hazard ſo much, and yet loſe 


all at laſt; but when once you bear the mark of God's 
\ fayour, you need not fear the world's frowns: chear 


up theretore, brethren, be ſtrony in the Lord, aud of 


good courage under the world's uſage : fear not, in 


our Father's houſe there is bread enough, and room 
enough: 


this is ſufficient to comfort us under all the 
inconveniences of the way, that we have ſo happy a 
home, fo ready a Father, ſo goodly an heritage. Oh, 
comfort one another with theſe words: let Gd ſee 
that you can truſt in his word : let the world ſee that 
you can live upon God. I ſhall ſhare my prayers and 
love among you all, and commit you to the Almighty 
God; the Keeper of Iſrael that never flumbereth nor 
fleepeth, be your watchman and keeper to the end, 
Farewell, I am, 

A fervent ell. auiſber Hour temporal 

aud elerhas affairs, 


J0S. ALLEINE. 


From the common goal, at Ivel- 
cheiter, July 24, 1063. 


LEFT .K-:Y: 


To my moſi dearly belowed Friends, in Taunton, Grace 
aud Peace. 


Aloft endeared Chriſtians. 


VII heart is with you, though I am abſent, deat 
fellow ſoldiers under the Captain of our fal- 
vation, conſider your calling, and approve yourſelves 
men of reſolution, be diſcouraged with no difficulties 
of your preſent warfare, As for human affairs, I 
would have you to be as you are, Men of Peace, I 
B 2 would 
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would have you armed not for reifling, God forbid, but | 


for ſuffering only. You ſhould refiit to the uttermoſt, 
ſtriving againſt fin. Here you muſt give no quarter: 
for if you ſpare but one Agag, the life of your ſouls 
muſt go for the life of your tins; God will not ſmile 
on that ſoul that ſmiles on fin, nor have any peace with 
him, that 1s at peace with his enemy. Other enemies 
you mult forgive, and love, and pray for, but for theſe 
fpiritual enemies, all your affections, and all your 
prayers muſt be engaged againſt them: yea, you muſt 
admit no parley : it is dangerous to diſpute with temp- 
tations, Remember what Ege loſt by parleying with 
Satan: you mult fly from temptations, and put them 
off at firſt with a peremptory denial, If you will but 
hear the devil's arguments, and the fleſh's pleas, it 
is an hundred to one but you are inſnared. And for 
this prefent evil world, the Lord deliver you from it. 
Surely you had need watch and be ſober, or elſe this 
world is like to undo you. I have often warned you 
not to build upon an external happineſs; and to pro- 
miſe yourielves nothing but hardihip here: Oh ſtill 
remember your ſtation: ſoldiers mult not count upon 
reſt, and tulneſs, but hunger, and hardneſs, 94 
bour to get right apprehenfions of the world. Do not 
thiak theſe things neceflary; one thing is needful: 
you may be happy in the want of all outward comforts. 
Do not think yourſelves undone, if brought to want or 
poverty : ſtudy eternity, and you will ſee 1t to be little 
material to you, whether you are poor or rich : and that 
you may have never ſuch an opportunity for your ad- 
vantage In all your lives, as when you ſeem to run the 
veſſel upon the rocks. Set your enemies one againſt 
the other; death againſt the world; no ſuch way to 
get above the world, as to put yourſelves into the poſ- 
ſeſſion of death. 

Look often upon the duſt that you ſhall be reduced 
to, and imagine you ſaw your bones tumbled out of 
your graves, as they are like ſhortly to be, and men 
handling your ſkulls, and enquiring whoſe is this. 
'Tell me of what account will the world be then ? 
Put yourſelves often into your graves, and or out 
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moſt, | from thence upon the world, and ſee what judgment 


make a man mortified to the world. 
how many you tread, but ye know them not: no 


„ 


you have of it, Mult not you ſhortly be forgot 8 


the dead? Your places will know you no more, an 
your memory will be no more among men, and then 


what will it profit vou to have lived in faſhion and re- 


pute? One ſerious walk over a church-yard, might 
Think upon 


doubt they had their eſtates, their friends, their buſi— 


neſſes, and kept as much ſtir in the world as others do 


now. But alas, what are they the better for all this ? 
Know you not that this muſt be your own cafe ſhortly ! 


Oh the unhappineſs of man; how 1s he bewitched, 


and befooled, that he ſhould expend himſelf for that 
which he knows ſhall forever leave him. Brethren, I 
beſeech you lay no ftreſs upon theſe periſhing things, 
but labour to be at a holy indifference about them: Is 
it for one that is in his wits to fell his God, his ſoul, 
for things he is not ſure to keep a day, and which he 


is ſure after a few fleepings and wakings more, to 


lzave behind him for erer? Go and talk with dying 
men, and ſee what apprehenfions they have of the 
world? If any ſhould come to theſe, and tell them 
here is ſuch and ſuch preferments for you, you ſhall 
have ſuch titles of honour and delights, if you will 
now difown religion, Do you think ſuch a motion 


would be embraced? Brethren, why ſhould we not be 


wiſe in time! Why ſhould we not now be of the mind, 
of which we know we ſhall be all ſhortly ? Woe to 
them that will not be wiſe, till it be to no purpoſe ! 
Woe to them whoſe eyes nothing but death and judge- 


ment will open! Woe to them that though they have 


been warned by others, and have heard the world's 


| greateſt darlings in death cry out of its vanity, yet 


would take no warning, but only muſt ſerve themſelves 
too, for warnings to others. Ah! my beloved, be- 
ware there be none among you, that will part rather 
with their part in paradiſe, than their part in Paris; that 
will rather part with their conſciences than with their 
eſtates; that have ſecret reſerves to ſave themſelves 
whole; when it comes to the pinch; and not to be ot. 
the religion that will undo them in the world, Be- 
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ware that none of you have your hearts where your 
feer ſhould be, and love your mammon before your 
Maker, 
May the Lord of Hoſts be with you, and the God 
of Jacob your refuge. Farewell my dear brethren, 
farewell, and be ſtrong in the Lord, I am 


Yours to ſerve you in the goſpel, 
whether by doing or ſuffering, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


From the common goal at [vel- 


cheſter, Aug. 31, 1663. 


II. 


Zo the biloved Friends, the Flock of Chrift in Taunton, 
Salvation, 


oft dearly beloved and longed for, my Fey and Crown : 


1 Muſt tay of you as David did of Jonathan, Very 
pleaſant have you been unto me, and your love to 
me 1s wonderful, And as I have formerly taken great 
content im chat my lot was caſt among you, fo I re- 
joice in my*preſent lot, that I am called to approve my 
love to you by ſuffering for you; for you, 1 ſay; for 
you know I have not ſought your's but you ; and that 
for doing my duty to your fouls, I am here in theſe 
bonds, which I chearfully accept through the grace of 
God that ſtrengtheneth me. Oh! that your hands 
might be ant 6 and your hearts encouraged in 
the Lord your God by our ſufferings! See to it, that 
you ſtand faſt in the power of the holy doctrine which 
we have preached from the pulpit, preached at the bar ; 
preached from the priſon ; It is a goſpel worth ſuffering 
tor: fee that you follow after holineſs, without which 
no man ſhall ſee God; Oh the madneſs of the blind 
world, that they ſhould put from them the only plank 
upon which they can eicape to heaven ! Alas for them ! 
they know not what they do. What would not theſe 
fooliſh virgins do, when it is too late, for a little 
of the oil of the wiſe? But let not any of you be 
wiſe too late: look diligently, leſt any man fail of the 

| grace 


1 ff 5 N 


„ vy* #4 


PF 
«4 


> 


# 
- 


4 
5 


* 
* 
3 
is 
} 


r grace of God. Beware that none of you be cheated 
r {Through the deceitfulneſs of your hearts, with counter- 
fel grace. There is never a grace but hath its coun - 
d terfeit; and there is nothing more common, than to 
„ miſtake counterfeit grace for true; and remember you 
are undone for ever, if you ſhould die in ſuch a miſ- 
take: not that I would ſhake the confidence of any 
ſound believer, whoſe graces are of the right kind : 
build your confidence ſure : ſee that you get the certain 
merks of ſalvation, and make ſure by great obſerving 
your own hearts that theſe marks be 1n you, and then 
you cannot be too confident. But as you love your 
ſouls, take heed of a groundleſs confidence. Take 
heed of being confident before you have tried. I would 
tain have you all ſecured againſt the day of judgment ; 
1 would that the ſtate of your ſouls were all well ſettled : 
Oh how comfortably might you think of any troubles, 
if you were but ſure of your pardons ! I beſeech you, 
y Whatever you neglect, look to this: I am afraid there 
Oo are among you that have not made your peace with 
it God; that are not yet acquainted with that great work 
of converſion : ſuch I charge before the living God, 
y to ſpeed to Chriſt, and without any more delay to put 
'r away their iniquities, and deliver up themſelves to 
"Jeſus Chriſt, that they may be ſaved. It is not your 
ſe © profeſſion or external duties, that will fave you: no, 
no, you muſt be converted or condemned. It is not 
js enough that you have ſome love to God's ways and 
n _ people, and are willing to venture ſomething for them ; 
at all this will not prove you ſound chriſtians: have your 
h hearts been changed? have you been ſoundly convinced 
of your fins? Of your damnable and undone condition? 
* and your utter inability to lick yourſelves whole by 
h pour own duties? Have you been brought to ſuch a 
d ſenſe of fin, that there is no fin, but you heartily abhor it? 
Rx Are you brought to ſuch a ſenſe of the beauty of holineſs, 
and of the laws and ways of God, that you deſire to 
ſe know the whole mind of God. Would you not ex- 
le _ cuſe yourſelves by ignorance from any duty, and that 
be you do not allow yourſelves in the neglect of any 
thing conſcience charges upon you as a duty? Are 
0 your 
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your very hearts ſet upon the glorifying and enjoying 
of God, as your greateit happineſs? Had you rather be? 
the holieſt, than the richeſt and greateſt in the world? 
And is your greateſt delight in the thoughts of your 
God, and in your converfings with God in holy exer- 
ciſes ! Is Chriſt more precious than all the world to you? 
And are you willing upon the thorough conſideration 
of the ſtrictneſs and holineſs of his laws, to take them 
all for the rule of your thoughts, words and actions, 


and though religion may be dear, do you refolve, if 


God aſſiſt you, to go through with it, let the coſt be 


what it will? Happy the man that is in ſuch a caſe, 4 


This is a chriſtian indeed, and whatever you be and do 
ſhort of this, all is unſound, But you that bear in your 
ſouls the marks above mentioned, upon you I ſhould ? 
lay no other burden, but to hold faſt, and make good ! 
your ground, and to preſs forwards towards the mark. 
Thankfully acknowledge the grace of God to your 
ſouls; and live rejoicingly in the hopes of the glory 
of God ; live daily in the praiſes of your Redeemer ; and 

ſtudy the worthineſs, excellency, and glory of his 
attributes: let your fouls be much taken up in con- 


templating his glorious perfection, and bleſkng your 10 


ſelves in the goodly portion you have in him: live like 
thoſe that have a God, and then be diſconſolate if vou 
can: if there be not more in an infinite God to comfort 
you, than in a priſon, or poverty, or affiition to deject © 
you, our preaching is vain and your faith is vain. Lei: 


the thoughts of God be your daily repaſt : and never pa! 


be ſatisfied till your hearts run out as freely, naturally, 
unweariedly after God, as others do after the World. 
Farewell my dear brethren, the Lord God Almighty * 
be a protection to you, and your excceding great re- 
ward; farewell in the Lord, I am, f 


Yout's in the boxvels of the Lord Jaſus, | 

JOS. ALLEINE. | 

From the common goal, in Ivel- | 
cheſter, pt. 11, 1663, 


Lr. 


1 
p I. 
How to ſhew love to Miniſters, and live joy fully.] 


Yrid * o the moſt loving and dearly belowed, my Ch: i/lian Friends 
your in Taunton, Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God our 
_— * Father, and from the Lord Icſus Chriſt, 

_ Moſt endeared Brethren, 

hem Have received your moving letter, and could not 
ons, look over /ach tender expreſſions without {ume com- 
, il motion: I may confidently ſay, I ſpent more tears up- 
& be en thoſe lines, than ever you did ink. Your deep 
nuts: enſe of my labours I cannot but thankfully acknow- 
3 do edge, yet withal, heartily confeſſing, that all was but 
„our hat I owed to your immortal ſouls; which God 
duld knows was very much ſhort of my duty. The omiſ- 
zood fions, imperfections, deadneſs, that accompanied my 


Duties I own, and the Lord humble me for them, 
But all that was of God (and that was all that was good) 
lory be ſure that yuu give to God alone, To him I humbly 
ang aſcribe both the will and the deed, to whom alone be 
glory for ever. 

My dear brethren, my buſineſs as J have often told 
Jou, is not to turn your eyes to me, but to Chriſt: 
his ſpokeſman I am, will you give your hands, your 
you bames to him? Will you ſubſcribe to his laws, and 


fort Fonlent to his offices, and be at defiance with all his 
ject Enemies? This do, and I have my errand. Who will 
Let follow Chriſt's colours? Who will come under his 
ver banner? This ſhall be the man that ſhall be my friend; 
ly, his is he that will oblige me for ever. Do theſe let- 
rlg. fers come to no looſe finner? No ignorant finner ? 
hy No unſound profeſſor ? Would they do me a kindneſs, 
re- 3s I believe they would, then let them come away 


to Chriſt! O finner, be no more in love with 
darkneſs; ſtick no longer in the ſkirts and outſide 
of religion: waver no more, halt no further, but 
Frike in throughly with Jeſus Chriſt ; except nothing, 
Teſerve nothing, but come throughly to the Lord, and 
follow him fully. And then happy man thou ſhalt 
Se, for thou wilt be made for ever; and joyful man I 
Mall be; for I ſhall ſave a foul from death. The 
karneſt beggings of a poor priſoner, uſe to Oy qr 
owels 


IE. 
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bowels : hear O friends, will you do nothing for a 
miniſter of Chriſt? Nothing for a priſoner ot Jeſus 3 
Chriſt? Methinks I hear you anſwer, | yea, what will 
we not do? tle ſhall never want white we have it; he 
ſhall need no office of love, but we will run and ride to 
do it] yea, but this is not it that I beg of you: will 'F 


you gratiſy me indeed? Then come in, bow to the name 


of Jeſus; yea, let your ſouls bow, let all your powers 


do him homage, Let that ſacred name be graven hi 


into the ſubſtance of your hearts, Let me freely ſpeak 
for him, for he is worthy for whom you ſhall do this 
thing; worthy to be beloved of you; worthy to have 
your very hearts, worthy ro be admired, adored, 3 
praiſed, jerved, glorified to the uttermoſt by you, and 
_ every creature; worthy for whom you ſhould lay? 
down all: leave all: can any thing be too much for 
him? Can any thing be too good for him, or too 
great for him? Come give up all, refign all, lay it at? 
the feet of Jeſus, offer all as a ſacrifice to him, ſee 
that you be univerſally the Lord's; keep nothing from 
him: I know through the goodneſs of God, that with 
many of you this work is not yet to do; but this ſet? 


ſolemn reſignation to the Lord is to be done more than 
once, and to be followed with an anſwerable practice 
when it is done: ſee that you walk worthy of the Lord; 


but how? In the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort o, 
the Holy Ghoſt; let theſe two go together. So ſhall? 


20 


you adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour: and ex 
perience the heavenly felicity of a chriſtian life: cleave 


faſt to Chriſt, never let go your hold; cling the faſter, be. 
cauſe ſo many are labouring to looſen your hold. Hold 
faſt your integrity, hold faſt the beginning of your 
confidence ſtedfaſt to the end: if you do but keep 
your hold, and keep your way; all that the world! 
can do, and all that the powers of darkneſs can do, 
can never do you harm, Keep your own vineyard} 
with conſtant care and watchfulneſs, and be ſure that? 
there be no inroad made upon your conſciences, that? 
the enemy do not get between your ſouls and God: 
and then let what will affail you without, you need! 
not fear: ler this be your daily exerciſe, to keep 
your conſciences void ot offence ; keep fair weather 
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or a zt home, however it be abroad. I would not only 
eſus hat you ſhould- walk ho/ily, but that you ſhould walk 
will temfortably. I need ſay the leſs to this, becaule the 
he fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, 
e to ſie together. Oh the proviſion God hath made for 


will Four continual comtort: dear brethren, do but under- 
ame Mand your on bleſledneſs, happy men that you are, 
vers if you did but know and conſider it: who would count 
ven himſelf poor, that hath all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
zeak For his. O Chriftans, live like yourſelves, live worthy 
this pf your portion, and your glorious prerogatives. That 
nave you may walk worthy ot your glorious hopes, and 
red, live anſwerable to the mercies you have received, is the 


and great deſire of 

5 ow , Your ſoul's fervent ⁊vell- auiſber in bonds, 

r tO? 

it at JOS. ALLEINE. 


, ſee From the Priſon at Trelchefter, 


from © Sept. 18, 1663. 
With 
"oY LE FER VII. 
Inn 
3 2 [Remember Chriſt crucified ; and crucify fin. ] 


ort of Fe o the faithful and well-belowed People, the Servants. of 


ſhall l Chrift in Taunton, Salvation. 
1 = „ Moſt dear Chriſtians, 


r, be- [ AM by office a remembrancer, the Lord's remem- 
Hold Bf brancer for you, and your remembrancer in the be- 
your half of Chriſt, My buſineſs is with the apoſtle, to 
keepYſtir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, 
world And whom ſhould I remember you of, but your inter- 
a do, ceſſor with the Father, who hath you always in remem- 
eyard brance, appearing in the preſence-of God for you? May 
that his memory ever live in your hearts, tho” mine ſhould 

that die; Oh, remember his love more than wine, remem- 
God! ber in what a caſe he found you, and yet nothing could 
need divert the purpoſe of his love from you: he loathed not 
keep hour rags nor your rottenneſs: he found youin loathſome 
achery | | filthineſs. 


2 


for Jeſus Chriſt? Have you never a ſacrifice to lay up- 


3 


filthineſs, yet he pitied you, his bowels were moved, 


and his compaiſions were kindled when one would have 1 
thougat his wrath ſhould have boiled, and his indig-“ , 
nation have burned down to hell againſt 2 he 
loitned not, but loved you, and waſhed you from your - 
fins in his own blood: Ah polluted captives! Ah 
vile and putrid carcates! that ever the holy Jeſus * 
mould his ownlelt waſh you; methinks I ſee him weep⸗ 1 
ing over you; and yet it was a more coſtly bath by t. 
which he cleanſed you. Ah ſinners look upon the . 
ſtreaming blood flowing from his blefſed body, to fetch 2; 
out the ingrained filthineſs that you by fin had con- n 
tracted. Alas! what a horrid filthineſs, that nothing 
but the blood of the covenant could waſh away! And þ 
what a love is Chriſt's, that when a whole ocean F 
could not waſh nor purity us, would open every vein 1 
of his heart to do the work! Look upon your crucified 3 : 
Lord: do you not fee a facred ſtream flowing out of , 
every member? Ah, how thoſe holy hands, thoſe 11 
uner ring feet do run a ſtream to purge Us! Alas, how 
the great drops of blood fall to the ground from bis 
ſacred face in his bitter agony, ro waſh and beautify our's! 
How his wounded heart and fide twice pierced, firſt 7, 
with love and pity, and then with ſoldier's cruelty, * 
our out their healthful and ſaving floods upon us? M 
Lord! Ho do we forget ſuch love as this? Ah mon- 
ſters of ingratitude, that can be unmindful of ſuch a Þ 


friend ! Do we thus requite him! Is this our kindneſs . 
to ſuch an obliging friend ! Chriſtians where are your 5 
affections? To what uſe do you put your faculties? 

What have you memories for, but to remember him? 
What have you the power of loving for, but that you 
ſhould love him? Wherefore ſerves joy or deſire, 
but to long for him? And delightfully embrace 
him? May your ſouls and all their powers be taken 
up with him; may all the doors of your fouls be ſet . 
open to him. Here fix your thoughts, terminate 
here your defires; here you may kindle your fire 
when almoſt out, Brethren what will you do now 


on his altar? Come and I will ſhew you what you a 
ſhall do, let your hands be in the blood of your fins, 
ſearch 


ocean 
vein 


cified 
ut ot 


thoſe 
how 


mn his 


ur's! 
, firſt 
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mon- 
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r fire 
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ſearch 
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9 place to the world in your families. Far be it 
any of 
to teac 


1 


of: 


ſearch them out with diligence, ſearch your hearts and 


WM your houſes; whatever iniquities you find there, out 
Vith them, put them far from your tabernacles ; if you 
erucify them not, you are not Jeſus's friends. God 
Z forbid that there ſhould be a lying tongue, or any way 


Jof deceit in your ſhops; that his ſervice ſhould =-»m 
rom 
on, my Brethren, that you ſhould be caretul 

your children and ſervants the way of your 
callings, and neglect to inſtruct them in the way of 

life. Is weekly catechifing in every one of your fas. 


: 4 milies? The Lord convince any of you that may be 


guilty of this neglect: Oh, ſet up God in your houſes; 
and ſee that you be not ſlovenly in cloſet per formances. 
Beware of ſerving the Lord negligently; ſerve not the 
Lord with that which coſt you nothing: look to it 
that you content not yourſelves with a cheap and eaſy 
Put your fleſh to it; be well aſſured that 
the religion that coſts you nothing, will yield you no— 
thing: keep up the lite of religion in your family 
and cloſet duties. Fear nothing like a cuſtomary and 
: careleſs performance ot God's ſervice, Judge your 
Jownſelves whether lazy wiſhes, idle complaints, and 
yawning prayers are like to carry you through the 
mighty difficulties that you muſt get through if ever 
you come to heaven. When you find yourſelves going 
on in a liſtleſs, heartleſs courſe, aſk yourſelves, Is this 
to take the kingdom of heaven by violence? See that 
you ſacrifice yourſelves to the Lord, that now you live 
to Chriſt himielt, As Chriſt hath made over his life 
and death to you, fo let it be your care to live and die 


AA 


to him: labour to look upon all your enjoyments as 


4 religion. 


'S 


#Chriſt's goods; upon your time, parts, ſtrength, as 
his talents: look upon yourſelves only in the qua- 
lity of ſervants and ſtewards, that are to huſband all 
theſe for your Lord's advantage, and as thoſe that mult 
give an account. And pray for me that I may take 
the counſel that I give. I bleſs the Lord, I want no- 
ing but the opportunity of being ſerviceable to you: 
ut I hope the Lord will make my bonds for you, to be 
ſeful to your edification ; if I may glority SIN and 

erve 


( 26 ) 


ferve you beſt by being here, 1 ſhall never wiſh to come 
out. Finally brethren, farewell: be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, 
and the God of love and peace ſhall be with you, 
I am, 


_ 


The ready ſervant of your faith and joy, 
10S. ALLEINE, 


- we 
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From the Priſon at Ivelcheſter, 
Of. 14th, 1063. 
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[On daily Self- examination.) 


6 


To the moſt beloved People, the Flock of Chrift in Taunton, 


Salvation. 


— 
FLY 


Maſt dear Brethren, 


RET HREN how ſtands it with you? Doth the main 
work go on? Do your ſouls proſper ? This is my 
care; beware that you flag not, that you faint not now 
in the evil day. I underitand that your dangers grow 
upon you, may your faith and courage grow much 
more abundantly. 

Some of your enemies I hear are in great hopes to 
fatisty their deſires upon you; well, be not diſcouraged 
my dear brethren, but bleſs the Lord who of his abun- 
dant mercy, hath fo remarkably preſerved you ſo long, oy 
beyond all expectation, Let it not be a ſtrange thing 
to you, it the Lord doth now call you to ſome diff- 7 
culty: forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves toge- 
ther, as the manner of ſome is. I plainly fee the coal 
of religion will ſoon go out unleſs it have ſome better 
helps to cheriſh it, than a carnal miniſtry, and lifeleſs 
adminiſtration: Dear brethren, now is the time for 
you that fear the Lord, to ſpeak often one to another: 
manage your duties with what prudence you can, but 5 
away 0 


"ALES. . 4 it eee 


%% , Ws ee ww. , A. . AS e 4 
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come zway with that carnal prudence that will decline duty 
be of to avoid danger. | 
Xeace, | U left you ſome helps for daily examination, I am 


2 
5 


you, g leſt you ſhould grow ſlack, or ſlight, and care- 


'Y> and ſerioufly call yourſelves to an account, what your 


INE, 


nton, only till you have found a way more profitab'e, I 


main 
is my 
t now * 


grow 15 


8 vour work ? Yet I may not doubt, but ſome of you do 


daily perform this duty. The Lord encourage you in 


* 
1 


* it: 4 t 1 2.7 , , 1 1 - : 1 0 4 
des to yet give me leave to aſk vou what you have gain 


raged ed? Are you grown more univerſally conſcientious, 
. more ſtrict, more humble, and more ſenfible of your 
many and great deſects, than you were before? If fo, 
long, * jeg: ate TS 
, ©? 9 bleſſed are you of the Lord; if otherwiſe, this duty 
thing 2 h t - , 
diffi & ath been but flightly per formed by you. What can 
0 e- ou ſay to this queſtion? Doth your care of your 
2 * ways abate, or doth it increaſe, by the conſtant ute of 
this duty ? If it abate, remember from whence you are 
better fa ; 
allen, and repent ; as good not do it at all, as not to 


feleſs the purpoſe. 
The Lord God be a fun and a ſhield to you. 
GC 3 My 


1 4 
£3 
we . 

. . 
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My moſt dear love to you all, fare you well in the 4 
Lord. I am, 7 
Your Embaſſador in bonds, 1. 

V 

JOS. ALLEINE. 

From the common goal at Ivel- f. 
cheſter, O#. 20, 1663. 1 
FF 1 

. 

[Motives and Marks of Growth. 5 


2. the moſt lowing, and beft beloved, the Servants Cris 1 
in Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


Moft dear and tender Friends, N 
HOSE I am, and whom under God I deſire to F 


ſerve; to build you up in holineſs, and com- 

fort hath been through grace my great ambition. This 
is that which I laboured for; this is that which 1 
ſuffer for: and in ſhort, the end of all my applications 
to you, and to God for you. How do your ſouls proſ- 
per? Are they in a thriving caſe ? What progreſs do 
you make in ſanctiſication? Doth the houſe of Saul Þ 
grow weaker and weaker, and the houſe of David 
ſtronger and ſtronger? Beloved, I am jealous of you 
with a godly jealouſy, leaſt any of you ſhould loſe Z 
ground in theſe declining times: and therefore can- 
not but be often calling upon you to look to your 
ſtinding, and to watch and hold faſt, that no man take 
your crown, Ah! How ſurely ſhall you reap in the 
end, if you faint not! Take heed therefore that you 
loſe not the things you have wrought, but as you have 
begun well, ſo go on in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and give 
diligence to the full afſurance of hope to the end. 4 
Do you need motives? 1. How much are you behind 
hand? Oh the fair advantages that we have loſt! Þ 
What time, what fabbaths, ſermons, ſacraments, iy 
are upon the matter loſt? How much work have we 
yet to do? Are you ſure of heaven yet? Are you fit 
to = 


the 


XE. 


brift 


e to 
om - 
This 
h I 
ions 
vroſ- 
s do 


Saul 


And do you hunger and thirſt after righteouſnets ? 


au, 
you * 
loſe * 
can- 
our 
take 


the X 


vou 


have 
ſibe Duties of both tables. 
keeping of your own vineyard, but do you lay 
hind yourſelves for the good of others, and are filled with 
=ealous deſires for their converſion and ſalvation? Do 
Nou manage your talk and your trade, by the rules of 
> we © 
1 fit 
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i may be fit do tun by the loſs : 


= Secondly, If your pulſes beat more even. 


(129) 


to die yet? Surely they that are under ſo many great 
3 had need to ſet upon ſome more thriving courſes, 
= Secondly, Confider what others have gained, awhilfl we 
have we not met many 
veſſels richly laden, while our ſouls are empty? Ob, 
the golden prizes that ſome have won; while we have 
folded the hands to ſleep! Have not many of our own 
ſtanding in religion, left us far behind them? 
= Thirdly, Conſider you will all find little enough when you 
come to die: The wile among the virgins have no oil to 
ſpare at the coming of the bridegroom; temptation 
and death will put all your graces to it. How much 
*ado have many had at laſt to put into this harbour : 


David cries for reſpite till he had recovered a little 
more ſtrength. 


£ F ourthly, Confider hoxw ſhort your time for gathering is 
robably is: The Ifraelites gathered twice fo much 
manna againſt the ſabbath as ; they did at other times, 
pecauſe at that time there was no manna fell. Bre- 
hren, you know not how long you have to lay in for. 
Do you alk for marks how you may know your ſouls 
to be in a thriving caſe ? 

Fin, if your appetites be more flrong. Do you thirſt 
Zaiter God, and after grace, more than heretofore ? 
Do your cares for, and delires after the world abate ? 


E Whereas you were wont to come With an ill-will to 
holy duties, do you come to them as an hungry ito- 
mach to its meat? 

Are you ſtill 
off and on, hot and cold? Or is there a more even ſpun 
thread of holineſs through your whole courſe? Do you 
make good the ground trom Which you were formerly 

beaten off? 

T hirdly, yon do look more to the carrying on together 

Do you not only Jook to the 

oat 


eligion ? : 


| 0: 
Do you eat and fleep by rule? Doth religion form 1 
and mould, and direct your carriage towards huſband, nd 
wife, parents, children, maſters, ſervants? Do you 
grow more univerſally conſcientious? Is piety more 
diffuſive than ever with you, doth it come more abroad 
with you, out of your cloſets, into your houſes, your #7 
ſhops, your fields? Doth it journey with you? Doth F © 
it buy and ſell for you? Hath it the caſting voice in all 
you do? . 
Fourthly, if the duties M religion be more delightful ti 
you, Do you take more delight in the word than? 
ever! Are you more in love with ſecret prayer, and 
more abundant in it? Cannot you be content with your? 
ordinary ſeaſons, but are ever and anon making extra- 
ordinary viſits to heaven? And upon all occaſion; 
turning aſide to talk with God in ſome ſhort ejaculati. 
ons? Are you often darting up your ſoul heavenwards 'Z 
Is it meat and drink for you, to do the will of God? 
Do you come off more freely with God, and anſwer hi 
calls with more readineſs of mind ? 2 
Fifthly, if you are more abundant in thoſe duties quhich®} 
are moſt diſpleaſing to the fleſh. Are you more earneſt in 
mortification * Are you more ſtrict and ſevere than 
ever in the duty of daily fſelf-examination, and holy 
meditation? Do you hold the reins harder upon the 
tleſh than ever? Do you keep a ſtricter watch upon your! 
appetites? Do you fet a ſtronger guard upon you! 
tongues? Have you a more jealous eye upon yout 
hearts? Z 
Siæthly, if you grow more wile in your onvn eyes. Da 
you grow more out of love with men's eſteem, ſet leſz 
by it? Are you not mavellous tender of being flight 
ed? Can you rejoice to ſee others preferred before you 
Can you heartily value and love them that think mean# 
ly of you? L 
Seventhly, I von grow more quick of ſenſe, more ſenſib: 
of divine influences, or withdrawings. Are you mor 
afraid of fin than ever? Are your tins a greater paint 
you than heretofore? Are your very infirmities you 
great afflictions ? and the daily workings of corruptio 
a continual grief of mind to you? : 


I mul 


be 
=. 
Be 7 
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rm + I muſt conclude abruptly, commending you to God, 
1d, Ind can only tell you that I am, 


00 1 Your's in the Lord Feſus, 
d JOS. ALLEINE. 


dad 
ur From the common goal, in Ivel- 
th cheſter, Oct. 31, 1663. 
all 
5 LE: FTF ENR XI. 
2 

lan o my dearly belomed, the Inbabitauts of Taunton, Grace, 
ind Mercy and Peace from God our Father, and the Lord 
Our 1 Feſus Chrift. 

wy Moft dearly belowed, 


Have been, through mercy, many years with you, 
1; and ſhould be willingly fo many years a priſoner for 
d: you, ſo I might further your ſalvation. I muſt again 
is and again thank you for your abundant affections to 
me, which I value as a great mercy, not in order to 
© myſelf, but in order to your benefit, that I may there- 
by be a more likely inſtrument of your good. Sutely, 
ſo much as I value your love, yet had I rather be for- 
ſaken of you all, and buried in oblivion; ſo that your 
the eyes and hearts may be fixed on Chriſt, and ſincerely 
engaged to him. Brethren, I have not beſpoken your 
affections for myſelf; O that I might win your hearts 
to Chriſt, O that I might convert you to him though 
you were diverted from me. I ſhould much rather 
Z chooſe to be hated of all, ſo this might be the means 
to have Chriſt ſet up ſavingly in the hearts of you all, 
And indeed there 1s nothing great but in order to God ; 
nothing is conſiderable as it is terminated in us: it 
matters not whether we are in riches or poverty, 
2 ſickneſs or health, in honour or diſgrace, ſo Chriſt 
92 may be by us magnified in the condition we are in. 
Welcome priſon and poverty, welcome ſcorn and envy, 
welcome pains or contempt, if by theſe God's glo 
may be promoted. What are we for but for God ? 
What doth the creature ſignify ſeparated from his 
! God? Why juſt ſo much as the cypher ſeparated one 
| the 


* 


& 
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+ 
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[8:3 | 
the figure, we are nothing worth: but in reference to 
God and his ends. Better were it that we had never 
been, than that we ſhould not be to him. Better that 
we were dead than we ſhould live, and not to him. 
Better that we had no under ſtanding, than that we ſhould $ 
not know him. Better that we were blocks and brutes, 
than that we ſhould not uſe our reaſon for him. 
What are our intereils unleſs they may be ſubſervient 
to his intereſt? Or our reputation, uneſs we may 
hereby glorify him? Do you love me? 8 

I know you do; but who is there that will leave his 
fins for me? . With whom ſhall I prevail to give up, 
him elf in ſtr ctneſs and felt-d. mal to the Lord? WhO 
will be inirea'ed by me to fet upon neglected duties, 
or reform accuſtomed fins? Oh wherein may you re- 
Joice me? In this, in this, my brethren, in this you 
ſhall befriend me, if you obey the voice of God by 
me, if you be prevaiied with to give yourfelves up IF 
throughly to the Lord? Would you lighten my bur- ? 
den? Would you make glad my heart? Let me hear bri. 
of your owning the ways and ſervants of the Lord in tes. 
adverſity, of your patient continuing in the ways ot | hriſl 
holineſs. O that I could but hear that the prayerlets Þ old t 
ſouls, the prayerleſs families among you, were now that | 
given to prayer! That the profane linner was awakenee, 
and induced by the preaching of theie bonds, to leave ſplit 
their drunkenneſs, their loofe company, their deceit Jon, | 
and wantonneſs! Will you not be made clean? When pod } 
ſhall it once be? How long ſhall the patience of God Pot. 
wait for you? How long ſhall the Lord Jeſus ſtretch 
out his hands toward you? O finners, caſt yourſelves [Fall a 
into his arms! Why ſhould you die? Why will nore 
you forſake your own mercy ? Will you periſh when 
mercy woes you? Counteſs and forſake your ſins, and 
you ſhall find mercy : will you ſell your ſouls to per- 
dition for a little eaſe and delight to your fleſh? Or a 
little of the gain of unrighteouſneſs? Why, theſe are 
the things that part between ſinners and Chriſt, 

I know many are ſpun with a finer thread, and are 
not ſo far from the kingdom of God, But J muſt again 
warn you of ſtaying in the ſuburbs of the city of 
refuge. 


l (38.3 
de fuge. © what pity is it that any ſhould periſh at 


| +8} 
ol e gates! That any ſhould eſcape the pollutions of 
he world, and do many things, yea, and ſuffer too, 


d * fall ſhort of the glory of God! Oh ye halting 


1 


Im. 
. . 


ul riſtians, that halt between Chriſt and the world, that 
Fe as Ephraim, like a cake not turned, dough-bak'd, 
Profeſſors, that have lamps without oil, that cry, 
zar Tord, Lord, but do not the will of our Father which 
Jin heaven! How long will you ſtay in the place of 
s he breaking forth of children! and ſtick between the 
Fomb and the world? Your religion will carry you 
ho From the profane, and ye own the people of the Lord. 
es. Therefore all is well? I tell you, godlineſs is a heart- 
'c. Fork, it goes deep, and ſpreads far: unleſs the 
ou Frame of your hearts, and the drift of your courſe be 
by hanged, unleſs you be unixerſally conſcientious, and 
oh 2parelervedly delivered up to the Lord for all times and 
\r. Fonditions, whatever be the coſt, you are none of 
ar Chriſt's, how far ſoever you go in external performan- 
in tes. Hear then, O people, and let not an almoſt 
of Ehriſtianity deceive you, or ignorance carry you blind- 
fold to perdition. Oh the thouſands, and ten thouſands 
% that have been undone by one of theſe ! Ah, how often 
o, have you been warned againſt them, leſt you ſhould 
ve ſplit againſt theſe dangerous rocks. O Taunton, Taun- 
it Jon, how often would God's ſervants have gathered you 
and you would not? Many, very many ot you would 


en 
4 P.. But will you now? Will you yet come in? I 
-þ Frannot forbear once more, even out of the priſon, to 
>; all after poor ſinners, and make one tender of mercy 
iin Pnore. O come to the waters of life, waſh you, make 
N 


vou clean. 


4 But for you, whoſe hearts are ſet againſt every ſin, 
uind are reſolved for God and holineſs ; you that ex- 


perience a thorough change, and have reſpect to all 
God's commandments, who will have none but God 
for your happineſs, none but Chriſt for your treaſure, 
that muſt and will have him, come what will come, 
dlefſed are ye of the Lord: O happy ſouls rejoice in 
the Lord, and again, I ſay, rejoice : let your ſouls 
magnify the Lord, and your ſpirits rejoice in God your 
Saviour. Live you a life of praiſe, you are highly 
favoured 


5 


1 


me 
Bel 


And now the God of heaven fill you all with himſelf, “ 
and make all grace to abound in you, and toward pet 
you. May he be a ſun to comfort you, and ſhine with We 
his beams of grace and glory on you all : Farewell in he. 
the Lord, I am, 2 


Your's in the bonds of the goſpel, 1 ed! 
Aug. 28, 1663. Jos. ALLEINE. bee 
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LE F-T-E-R- III. 
[How to live to God.) 


aud Peace, | 


AMoft endeared Chriſtians, wi re} 


and 

ELOVED, I am, without a compliment, the de- = 
voted ſervant of your ſouls profperity ; may the 

ord Jeſus be ſet up in your hearts: may his name“ 
ever live in you, and I have what I aſk, If this work 
be not promoted among you, TI ſhall account all my, 
pains but loſt labour. Brethren, I beſcech you thatÞ 
none of you hve to your elves, for this were directly toÞ 
croſs the end of Ch it's death; for therefore he died, 
that you ſhould not live to yourſelves, O live to bim 5 
that died for you! Live to him that is the God of your of vc 
lite! Live to him that bought your I'ves with his elve 
own! To him that bought you from deſtruction, and ith 
not only ſo, but bought you the eternal inheritance. he 1 
Will a man be cafily«per:uaded % lofe his life? How|ha] 
infinitely tender are men here! And yet the moſt ofÞbood 


mens brea- 


To the beloved People, the Inhabitants of Taunton, Grace 5 


(---45 1 


t 7 en do loſe their lives, yea, loſe them for nothing. 
y WBcloved, conſider, I beſeech you, that life is loſt, 
p What is not lived unto God, It you would not loſe your 
4 Wives that you live, live to him who is the end ot your 
ll lives. Oh remember this, and reckon that day loſt 


2 


„ which you have not lived unto God! Brethren, how 
is great a part of our lives we have loſt? I beſeech you 
take heed; you are careful about many things, but 
beware that other things do not put out this, the 
pending your days and itrength for him that made you. 
th {Would it not be dreadiul tom a man to find at lait when 
in he comes to his account with God, that his whole lite, 
Sr at leaſt the main of it had been but damnable ſelf- 
Fſecking ? That a man ſhould have ſo many years allow- 
Zed him by God, and he ſhould at laſt be found to have 
Apeen a wicked ſervant that had ſet up for himfelit with 
Zhis maſter's ſtock, and alienated his goods? Well, that 
you may thoroughly learn the grand leſſon of living to 
God, take theſe counſels : 
| Firſt, Settle it in your heart that it is the ſum of all your 


Biſucſ and bleſſedneſs to live unto God : "iis your buſineſs, 
for his pleaſure you are and were created : what have 


bo 


Dartizular callings! Beloved, what elſe have you 


act you to do but to ſerve your maker in your general and 
f 
rength for, but for God? Doth he maintain ſervants, 


and Mall he not look for their work? Would you en- 
de- dure it that the ſervants you find with meat and wages 
the ſhould ſet up for themſelves ? Beloved, God's ſervice 
ame s your butineſs, and he made you and keeps you for 
ok po other end. And it is your blefledneſs too. La- 
mY dour to be under the rooted conviction of this, that 
tha: Four happineſs lies in pleaſing and honouring God, 
y t0FLet the ſenſe of this live freſh upon your hearts, and 
14, Ft will regulate your whole courſe, 


him + Secondly, Lahour to keep alive in yourſelves a deep ſenſe 
our your flrong o gations to God. Often think with your 
his elves, what a reaſonable thing it is, that you ſhould 
ardBvith all you have ſerve the Lord. Beloved, ſhall not 
ince. Ihe veſſel be for the uſe of the potter that made it? 
How hall not the ſervant trade for his maſter with whoſe 
Nt ot goods he is entruſted? Do you not fetch all your 
me: bread from God's door? Is not he the author of our 


being 


| (0-3 
being and well-being ? Is it not from him that yo 
fetch every breath? Your intereſt obliges you to-plea\WF' 
him. Why ſhould Bel/bazzer's charge be againſt you 
That the God in whoſe hand your breath is, and whoſ# 
are all your ways, you have not glorified, Dan. v. 23. 
Thirdly, Every morning let this be your firſt and firm 
1 Iwill ſet forth this day in the name of God 
our firſt and laſt thoughts are of greateſt conſequence $89 
and therefore I adviſe you to begin and end with this m 
whenever you he down, ſay in yourſelves, I wil 
make uſe of my bed as an ordinance of God, that] 
may be refreſhed and fitted for his work: wheneveW*® 
you riſe up, think I will ſpend this day for God, an” 
tollow the buſineſs of my calling, becauſe I am ſo ap th 
pointed by God. ur 
Beloved, I defign the ſweetneſs and comfort, as wel 
as ſtrictneſs of your lives. Live to God as you are di} 
refed, and you ſhall marvyellouſly proſper in both} ad 
I am not ſure yet whether or no I ſhall ſee you at th 8) 
aſſizes, I leave all things to your Father's wiſe diſpo} 2. 
ſa}, and commending you to God, I reſt : 


Las 
Your's in the bonds of the Lord Jiſus, my 
1. 
JOS. ALLEINER © 
From the Priſon at Ivelcheſter, Jon 
Nov. 14, 1663. bre 
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To the beloved People, the Flock of God in Taunton, Grad th 
and Peace. teg 


Maſ dear Friends and Brethren, 


Have ſent theſe few lines, to beſeech you by the 

bonds, which I gladly endure for your ſakes, t 

hold forth, and hold faſt the profeſſion of your fait 

without wavering. The Lord make you ſtedfaſt ; 

the holy doctrine wherein you have been taughlW tha 
I have not ſhunned to declare unto you the who! 
count 


you) 
vhoſc 
23. 
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ounſel of God. O remember, that by the ſpace of 
eight years, I ceaſed not to warn you every one, and 
ept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
ave taught you publickly, aud from houſe to houſe, 
varning every man, and teaching every man, that L 
night preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, 

You that have taken upon you the profeſſion of ſtrict 
godlineſs, I ſhall only preſs you to preſs towards the 
mark. You have much work to do, and God hath 
given you no time to loiter in, TI beſeech you to put 


on. That perſon that ſits down when he hath gotten 


to that pitch that he thinks will bring him to Heaven, 
is never like to come thither: Grace is one of thoſe 
things that ſaith, It never hath enough, Let me 
urge upon you the Apoſtle's counſel, Follow after hol:- 
neſs. 

Fir, Holineſs is the choiceſt ornament : It is an 
adorning in the fight ot God, of great price. It is the 
glory of God, and will vod count it your ſhame? 
Exed. 15. God is glorious in holineſs, and grace is 
called glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Yet we may now cry out 


as the P/almi/t, O ye ſons of men, how long will ye turn 
u glory into ſhame? Pſ. iv. 2. But be of good com- 


fort, the ſhame of holineſs is real glory. 


Secondly, Holineſs is the 1ateſt defence; grace is not 


3 only for ornament, but fur uſe. Righteouineſs is a 
breaſt-plate that keeps the vitals, and is a ſure de- 


tence from any mortal wounds, When the politicians 
have done their beſt, it is he that walketh uprightly, that 


walketh ſurely, Prov. x. 19. Let integrity and uprightneſs 


| preſerve me, faith David. I defire to be no longer ſafe 


Trac! 


than theſe can preſerve me; when I muſt let go my in- 
tegrity or my ſafety, I will chuſe the danger rather 
than the lin: And yet will never doubt but my inte- 
grity will fave me harmleſs. Never perſuade me that 
that man chooſes wiſely, who runs upon the diſ- 
pleaſure of God, to flee man's diſpleaſure. Did you 
ever hear of a man ſo mad as to run upon the ſword's 
point, to avoid the ſcratch of a pin? Why this is the 
wiſdom of the diſtrafted world, who will fin rather 
than ſuffer, and to ſave themſeives harmleſs in the 

D | world, 


1 


World, will run upon God, even upon the thick boſſes 1 


of his buckler. 


Thirdly, Holineſs will be fond to be your real hap- 


1 


pineſs: Eat of this tree, and you ſhall be indeed as | 


God. Godlineſs is God's likeneſs. The beauty of 
holineſs is his very image; fir- is the diſeaſe of which 


holineſs is the cure. O what peace and tranquility Þ 


doth holineſs work in the mind! Great peace hawe i 7 bh 


they that love thy commandments, and nothing ſhall offend | 3 
them, In a word, holineſs is the perfection of man's 
nature, the communication of the divine nature, 
the earneſt of glory, and the very entrance of hea- 


Ven. 


and ſhe ſhall keep you, 

Becauſe I know you love to hear of my welfare, I 
mult tell you that goodneſs and mercy follow me per- 
petually every day, and every night, Glory to God 


in the higheſt, Dear brethen, fare you well in the 


Lord, I am 
Your devoted Servant in the Goſpel, 
whether a Bond- man, or a Free, 


From the common-goal, at Ivel- 
cheſter, Dec, 3, 1663. 


JOS. ALLEINE, 
LET 


Let me ſay now to every one of you, as our Saviour 
to Martha; believe?! thou this? If you do, live like Be- 
lievers, and do you follow after holineſs as others fol-“ 
low their trades or ſtudies. Let religion be your | 
buſineſs, and not a thing by the by: Follow as hard 
after grace, as if you did indeed believe riches and 
honour were in it. Let holineſs fit on your lips, 
and ſeaſon all your ſpeech with grace. Profeſs it, 

own it, plead ſtoutly for it, be advocates for holineſs, ” 
in an adulterous and wicked generation; wear it as a 
robe of honour, when the world caſt their reproaches 
at you for it: Let it dwell in your hearts: Let it adorn | 

your houſes: Let it be your companion in your clo- 
iets: Let it travel with you in your journies: Let it 
lie down and riſe up with you: Let it cloſe your eyes | 
in the evening, and call you out of your beds in the | 

morning, Be you the voraries of holineſs : Keep her, 


( 39 ) 
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To the Flock of Chrift in Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


Moft endeared Friends, 


Would have you count nothing as certain but Chriſt's 


2 


lity 1 love and care. This you may build upon: you 
„en need not fear leaſt time and diſtance ſhould wear out 


} : 
57 Irhe remembrance of you with him: Do any of you 
in's queſtion whether you are ſo happy as to have your 
are, names recorded above? I ſhall bring it to a ſpeedy 
ea. iſſue: do you queliion whether Chriſt hath taken your 
names? Whether you are upon his heart? Let me aſk 
our vou, Is Heaven upon vour hearts? Ts the name of Jeſus 
Be. deeply engraven upon your fouls? Is his image and 
to]. fuperſeription there? If you find that heaven is the 
our main of your cares, that your hearts are ſet upon it, 
ard as your home and your country; and that it is your 
and buſineſs to ſeek it and ſecure it? If your hearts be upon 
ips, heaven, your names are unqueſtionably written in 
it, heaven. Again, hath Chriſt recorded his name in 
eſs, Pour hearts ? Is the name of Jeſus, the beloved name 
as a @ with you? Precious above all; next to your hearts? 
hes Is there no other name under heaven fo dear and ſweet 
orn & to you? What room hath Chriſt in you? If any thing 
clo. be deeper in your hearts than he is, you are unſound. 


t it As the Father hath given him, fo do your hearts give 
him a name above every name: is Chriſt uppermol: 
the with you in your affections? Then rejoice and leap 
for joy, your names are moſt precious with Chriſt if 
his name be above all dear to you. Once more, hath 
65:4 Chriſt drawn out his own fimilitude upon you? Is 
: Chriſt within you? Doth he dwell in your hearts? 
Jod Then be ſure you have a room in his heart: the 
the image of Chriſt is in holineſs. Is this that which your 
very hearts is ſet upon? Do you thirſt for holineſs ? 
Do you follow after holineſs? Do you prize it above 
all proſperity and worldly greatneſs ? Do you hate every 
fin, and long to be rid of it as your moſt irkſome 
burden, and uſe all God's means againſt it as far as 
D 2 you 
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you know them ? If it be thus with you, Chriſt hath ſer 


his ſtamp upon your hearts, and hath ſet you as al 


ſeal upon his heart, 


Rejoice then, O chriſtians, and bleſs yourſelves, in 
Fear not little flock ; 


being under Chriſt's care. 


ſtronger is he that is with you, than he that is againſt 
vou: what though Satan ſhould raiſe all his militia 
againſt you? Adhere to Chriſt, doing and ſuffering his 
pleaſure, and he ſhall ſecure you: the Lord will not 


c 
T 9 0 
= 0 
. bs 
= 
n 
"x 
+a 
os 


forſake you, becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to make 


you his people: many will be plucking at you, but 
Can ommipotence ſecure 
Can unſearchable riches ſuf- 
Can fulneſs 


fear not, he hath all power. 
you ? He is all treaſure, 
fice you? In a word, he is all fullneſs. 
fill you? It fo, you are bleſſed and ſhall be ble ſſed. 
Beloved, we loſe unutterably for want of confider- 
ing our own Privileges, and Bleſſedneſs. O Man, is 
Chriſt thine, and yet doſt thou live at a low Rate? Is 


thy name written in Heaven, and yet doſt thou not | 


rejoice ? Shall the Children of the Kingdom, the Can- 
didates of Glory, the Choſen Generation, be like other 


men? 


O Chriſtians, Remember who and whence you 
are! Conſider your Obligations; beſtir yourſelves, run 


and wreſtle, and be ſtrong for the Lord of Hoſts, (and 


earneſtly, yet peaceably) contend for the faith once de- 
livered to his Saints. What, ſhall we make nothing of 
all that God hath ſaid and done for us? O chriſtians, 
ſhall he that hath obtained the king's patent for an 
lory in his riches and honour? And ſhall | 


earldom, 
the grant of heaven ſignify little with tbee? Or Chriſt's 
patent for the ſon-ſhip and partnerſhip with himſelf 
be like a cypher? Shall Haman come home from the 
banquet with a glad heart, glorying in the greatneſs 
of his riches, and all the things wherein the king had 
promoted him? And ſhall we find it under God's own 


hand, that he intends the kingdom for us, that he W// 


will be a Father to us, that he gives and grants all his 
infinite perfections to us, and yet not be moved? 
Chriſtians live like yourſelves, let the world ſee that 


the promiſes of God and privileges of the goſpel are I 


not empty ſounds, Let the heavenly chearfulneſs and 
the 


„ 


bop cee reſtleſs diligence, and the holy raiſedneſs of your 
W converſations prove the reality, excellency, and beauty 
in of your religion. See that you receive not the grace 
Kk: of God in vain. Remember with trembling, To whom 
int much is given, of him much ſhall be required, With my 
ita moſt dear loves to you all, I commend you to your 
his Father and my Father, to your God and my God, 
not temaining : | WEIS 
ake Your's in all manner of obligations, 
ur JOS. ALLEINE. 
are Fom the common Goal, at Ivel- | 
uf. cheſter, Jan. 20, 1663. 
zes 
if LETTER XV; | 
ler- | 
Is [What do you more than others?! i 
Is F 
not WW To the moſt dearly beloved, the ſervants of God, in Taun- ö 
an- 5 ton, Grace and Peace, 
: = Moft loving and entirely beloved, 


run | OU are a great joy to me. I know not what 
5 thanks to render to the Lord for you, when L 
de- hear of your conſtancy and fidelity, and zeal, in ad- 


of Whering to him, and his ways, even in ſuch a time as. 
us, this; you are highly favoured. Bleſſed be the Lord 
an God of //-ae!, that he hath regarded the low eſtates of 
hall his ſervants : that he ſhould ever indulge you as he hath, 
iſt's Wand hover over you, even as the eagle ſtirreth up her 
5 neſt, and fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad 
the 


her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings, 
1eis for ſo hath the Lord your God dealt with you: he 
had hath kept you as the apple of his eve, and fince the 
wn W/ireams of Cherith avere dried up, yet to this day he hath not 
he W/rffered the handful of meal to waſte, nor the. oil in the 
his Werziſe to fail, but hath continually provided for you, 
d? How ſhould I love and bleſs the Lord for this his great 
hat grace towards you? Now I beſeech you my brethren, 
are that you confider the kindneſs of the Lord; for the 
and Lord your God is he that careth for you, and that you 
the Move the Lord your God, and fear him for ever, for he 
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is your life, and the length of your days. And as Fob had 4 l 
a holy fear of his children, leſt they ſhould have of. ie 
tended: ſo I am jealous of you with a godly jealouſy, 7 4 
leſt any of you ſhould receive this grace of God in vain, . 
I muſt not ceaſe to put you in mind, that God doth i 27 
look for no ſmall matter from you. Remember my) 
charge, that there be not a barren tree nor a dwarf 
chriſtian among you; where the Lord ſoweth much, 
he expects to reap accordingly. Whoſe account, my | 
beloved, is like to he ſo great as yours? O look wou 
you, and think of the maſter coming to reckon with | 
you for his talents; when he will expect no ſmall in- 
create, Beloved, what can you do? How much are 

you grown? What ſpoil have you made upon your 
corruptions ? What progreſs in grace? 

Suppofe Chriſt ſhould put the awakening queſtion toll 
you, What do you more than others? God doth ex- 
pect more of his people, than of any others in the 
world: And well he may. For 1 

Furſt, He hath befloxved more on them than on others: 
now where much is given, much ſhall be required; 
can you think of that without trembling? He hath be- 
ſtowed on them fingular love; Thee only have I known of 
all the families on earth : ind he looks that his love 
ſhould be a conſtraining argument to obedience. A-“ 
gain, he hath laid out a fingular care for his people, Wat 
more than for others: he cares for no men, tor no- ec 
thing in all the world, in compariſon of them. He in 
reproveth kings for their ſakes. He will give nations iv. 
and kingdoms for their ranſom. So precious are they Wit | 
in his fight, and fo dearly beloved, that he will give Wels 
men for them, and people for their life. He withdraw-W E 
eth not his eyes from the righteous, he will not endure Hin 
them out of his fight. The eyes of the Lord are up- Ws h 
on the righteous, and firſt the eye of his more aceu- pre 
rate obſervation : God can wink at others as it were, Min,; 
and overlook what they do with little notice, but{Mor 
he has a moſt curious eye upon his people, hear 
marketh "their ſteps, and booketh their words, he und 
weigheth their actions, and pondereth all their goings.|Wanc 
And ſhould they not walk more cautiouſly than any othe 

alive, 
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1ad lire, that are under ſo exact an eye? Secondly, the 
of. eye of ſpecial care and protection. Behold the eye 
ſy, Wt the Lord is upon them that fear him, I will guide 
in, hee with mine eye: And ſhould not they be infinitely 
2th Weender and-caretul how to pleaſe the Lord, who have 
my his fingular care laid out on them? la ſhort, God 
arf hath beſtowed on them hogular privileges: Theſe 
ch, Pre a peculiar treaſure to him above all people, a 
my ingdom ot prieſts, an holy nation; they dwell alone, 
out Whey are diverſe trom all people. When the whole 
ich Wvorld lies in wickedneſs, theſe are called and cho- 
in- Wen, and faithful, waſhed, and juſtified, and ſanctified 
are {Wn the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
our Wt our God. The reſt are the refuſe; theſe the jew- 
Wels, Shall not God's prieſi's be cloathed with righ- 
1 to Meeouſneſs, and ſhail not princes live above the rate of 
ex. Weaſants ? 
the Secondly, He hath rmiruſeed them with more than others: 
Mot only with the talents of his grace, (tor the in- 
ers: Wreaſe whereot they muſt give a ſtrict account) but 
ed; Wllo with the jewel of his glory. How tenderly ſhould 
be- Whey walk, that are entruſted with ſuch a jewel? re- 
1 member, your Maker's glory is bound up in your fruit- 
love ful walking. 927 85 | 
A- Thirdly, He hath qualified them more than others. He 
ple, Math put into them a principle of life, having quick- 
no- ned them together with Chriit, He hath ſet up a light 
He in their minds, when others lie in darkneſs. He hath 
ions given them other aids, than others have, even his ſpi- 


hey Wit to help their infirmities, when others lie like veſ- 
owe els that are wind-bound, and cannot tir, 
AW = Fourthly, He hath provided for them other manner of 


dure ings than for others, Theſe are the little flock to whom it 
up- is his good pleaſure to give the kingdom: Great are the 
ccu-Wpreparations for them. The Father hath prepared the 
rere, Kingdom for them from the foundations of the 
but world: The Son is gone to Heaven on purpoſe to pre- 
hel pare a place for them: The Spirit is preparing them, 
he and making them meet to be partakers of the inberi— 


ings. ance of the Saints in Light ; And ſhould theſe be like 
any £ ther people ? 
live, Brethren, 


* 
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Brethren, God and men expect you ſhould do mon 
than others, ſee that you be indeed ſingular. For 


„ „ro 

1. If you do no more for God than others, he will oo 

more againſt you than others: I only have 1 known. 
therefore will I puniſh you. The barren tree in th 


vineyard muſt down, whereas had he been in the com 


„ 


mon he might hare ſtood much longer. God lookethk 


| wig 
* _ 
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for grapes from his vineyard, on which he had beſtowed 
ſuch care more than ordinary, but when they bring 
forth wild grapes, he will lay them waſte in a wori 
manner than the foreſt, i 

2. If you do no more than others, you muſt look ſor 
no more than others: If you ſhould put off God with 
a common obedience, you mult expect to be put of 
with common mercies. 5 

3. Except you do more than others, God will be 
diſhonoured by you more than others. f 

And truly, as God looks tor more from his own than 
others, ſo he looks for more from you than others, 
even of his own, becauſe he hath done more: See that 
you be ſhining Chriſtians, that you be ſtrong in the 
grace of God, that you preſs towards the mark. But 
I muſt conclude; I give my love among you all, be- 
ing able to add no more, but that I am, 


Your's in fervent love and longing, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 


LITT ER XVI. 
To the ſervants of God in Taunton, Salvation, 


Mot endeared Chriſtians. 


AM your's, and love to be ſo, being ambitious not 

to have dominion over your faith, but to be a 
helper of your Joy. Chriſt's officers are ſo your 
rulers in the Lord, as yet to preach not themſelves, 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and themſelves your ſervants 
for Jeſus's ſake, I have no greater felicity under . 
than 


„ 


han to ſerve the good of ſouls. Brethren, how fares 
t with your fouls? Are they in health? Do hey 
roſper? It is a joy ta me to hear when your trade 
louriſhes : But theſe are very little things it we look 
nto eternity. Brethren, my ambition for you is, that 
You ſhould be cedars among the ſhrubs ; that from y u 
ould found out the word of the Lord, and that in 
&very place your faith to God-ward ſhould be ſpread 
broad. That ye ſhould be as a field that the Lord 
Path bleſſed : that you ſhould not only have the name, 
Por the ſpirit, lite, power, heat, growth, vig:« ur 
f chriſtianity among you. Let not Taunton only have 
i he name to live; but ſee to it, that the kingdom ot 
vith Bod be with you : : Oh that every one of your fouls 
of night be a temple of God! Oh that every one of your 
Families might be a church of God ! Beloved, look to 
be It, that every one that nameth the name of Chriſt 
mong you depart from iniquity, fecret as well as 
hanppen, of the heart as well as of the life. Let no 
cre, nan think that to make an out-cry upon the avictedne/* 
that Ig the times, will ſerve his turn; many go to hell in 
the Ihe company of the wiſe virgins. That no man may 
But ſhe a felf-deceiver, let every man be a /el/f-/earcher. He 
hat keeps no day-book in his ſhop, and no account 
n his conſcience, his eſtate and his ſoul will thrive 
oth alike. Beloved, I would that you ſhould remem- 
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1g, er whither you are going. If a man be after a few 

Pronths to be tranſported into another Country never to 

YE. Peturn, he will ſend over whatever he can, and make 

he beſt Proviſion he may againſt he come, into that 

ountry. Brethren, you are Strangers and Pilgrims 

ere, and have but a few months ſtay in this country ; 

ee that you traffic much with heaven, Chriſt is our 

ommon Factor. O ſend over to him what poſſihly 

ou can, Give alms plentifully, pray continually, be 

uch in Meditation and Conſideration; Reckon with 

ourſelves daily: Walk with God in your callings: Do 

not I the Duties of your Relations as unto God: Live not 

& a Wie day to yourſelves, but unto Chriſt : So ſhall you be 

our Wontinually tranſporting into another World, and laying 

es, p Treaſure in Heav en: And O the bleſſed ſtore that 

nts you 
od, 


1 


you ſhall find there after a few years diligence ! Beloved, Þ 
while you are here in this world, you are but like a 
merchant's ſhip in a ſtrange port; the day for your re-. 
turn is ſet, and you are to ſtay no longer than till your 
freight is ready: Be wiſe, know your ſeaſon, improve 
your time, you are made or marr'd for ever, as you 
ſpeed in this one voyage. There is no returning to 
this Country to mend a bad market. God will call in 
all his Talents, Time ſhall be no longer. Oh, come in, 
come and buy now, while the Market is open, that you 
who want may have Grace, and you that have, may have 
it more abundantly. Go and plead with the Lord 
Jeſus, that he hath bid you come buy and cat without 
money, and without price; That he hath counſellecÞ 
you to come buy of him, gold, raiment and eye- ſalve; 
Tell him you are come according to his Call, and wait! 
upon him for Grace, for Righteouſneſs, for Light and | 
Inſtruction : Lay hold on his word, plead it, live upon 
it: He is worthy to be believed, worthy to be truſted 8 
go out of yourſelves to him, unlearn yourſelves. "There _ 
is a threefold Foot that we naturally ſtand upon, cu 
own H7/dom, our own Rightrouſneſs, and our own 
Strength ; theſe three feet muſt be cut off, and we muf 
learn to have no ſubſiſtence but in Chriſt, and to ſtandifeu 
only on his bottom. Study the excellent Leſſon off 
Selt-denial, Self-annihilation. A true Chriſtian is lik 
a vine that cannot ſtand of itfelf, but is wholly ſup 
ported by the prop it leans on, Tt is no ſmall thing 
to know ourſelves to be nothing, of no might, of n« 
worth, of no Underſtanding; to look upon ourſelveif 
as helpleſs, worthleſs, fooliſh, empty ſhadows, Thi 
holy Littleneſs is a great matter; when we find that al 
our Inventory amounts to nothing but folly, weakneſs 
and beggary: when we ſet down ourſelves for 
phers, our gain for loſs, our excellencies for very van! 


ties, then we ſhall learn to live like believers. A tru 

Saint is like a glaſs without a foot, that ſet hin hd 

where you will, is ready to fall every way 'till you ſe hat 
ore 


him to a Prop: Let Chriſt be the only Support yo! 
tean on. When you are throughly emptied, and ſel 
ai 


( 47 ) 
| ; ll comlineſs to be but as a withered flower, dead, dried, 

alt recovery, then you will be put upon the happy ne- 
1 * FY ho 

Weſflity of going out of Chriſt for all, 
l can add nov more but my prayers to my counſels, 
Band fo commending you to God, and the word of his 


0 
grace, I reſt 


The fervent well-awiſher of your ſouls, 
JOS, ALLEINE. 
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Jed LEFT TEN XVII. 
ed 


ei To the Servants of God in Taunton, Salvation. 

rauf 

and Meñ endeared Chriflians, 

pon ; 

ted Send you a few priſon counſels, 

pen! 1. To improve for eternity, the advantages of your 


ou ent fate. Though you are at many ditadvantages 
owil ich reſpect to the public ordinances, yet you have 
muff any moit happy privileges. Oh what a mercy have 
ſtanalou that you may ſerve God while you will in your 
milies! That you may be as much as you will with 


ol 
* Jil pod in ſecret prayer, and holy meditation, and felf- 
ſup: tamination! I beſecch you confider hat a bleſſing 
ching ou have above others, that have your health, and a 
of u empetency, and are free from thoſe heart- eating 
ſelvel res, that others are diſabled by, from looking after 
'Thipod and their ſouls, Oh conſider what a ble ſſed Seed- 
hat e you have for eternity! Now be wiſe and improve 
Kneßlpur happy ſeaſon. Prepare for death. Make all 
or + Preſs on towards the mark, Lay up in ſtore for 
v van! durſelves a good foundation againſt time to come. 
A trufÞ the morning ſow your ſeed, and in the evening 
et hin thdra w not your hand, Treaſure up much in Heaven. 
you ſe hat profit is it that you have more than others? 
rt your © liberty, more comfort, more health, more 
and ſF*th? Except you love God more, and ferve him 


rer than others. Now ply your work, and diſpatch 
bur buſineſs, ſo as that you may have nothing to trou- 


* you upon your death · beds. 
2. To 


„ 
2. To conſider alſo the diſadvantages of your fate. 


Study to know your own weakneſs, and where your 
danger lies, that you may obviate Satan and prevent 
your miſcarrying: There is no condition but has it 
ſnares, See that ye acquaint yourſelves with his devices 
leſt you be beguiled by him, through your own un- 
warineſs. You that are well provided for in the worlal 
had need to watch yourſelves, leſt you fall in love witli 
preſent things, leſt ye be lifted up, leſt you truſt inet 
thoſe carnal props, and put confidence in the creatures, 
leſt you warp, and decline, and baulk your duties 
through the defire of preſerving your eſtates. Yo 
that have little in the world, are not without your 
temptations; Oh take heed of envying others pros 
perity, of mumuring and diſcontent, of diffidence 
and diſtruſtfulneſs, ot uſing indirect means to help 
yourſelves : Be ſure you make not any preftures an es. 
cuſe from your daily ferving God in your families, and 
in ſecret, Set this down as your rule, and unchangei 
able reſolution, that God and your fouls and your ta 
milies ſhall be looked duly and continually after, go th 
world which way it will, Conſider what fins you 
tempers, relations, callings, moſt expoſe you to ſen 
Be not ſtrangers to yourſelves, Prove yourlelves up N 
right in keeping from your Iniquities, | 
3. To converſe oftea with your duſt. Brethren, . 
are going, the grave waiteth for us: O forget not ths 
corruption is your father, and the worm your me 
ther, and your ſiſter! Theſe are your kindred th: 
you mult ſhortly dwell with, when you come to von 
long home, Remember the days of darkneſs whic 
ſhall be many. Take every day ſome ſerious tut 
with death. Think where you ſhall be a few a) 
hence. Happy he that knew not what to morrow meat 
for twenty years together. Believe it, you will find! 
no little thing to die. Think oiten how you are pr 
vided. Were you never within light of death? Ho 
did it look? What did you wiſh tor molt at that Time 
What did then trouble you moſt ? Oh mark theſe thing 
and live accordingly, Often aſk your hearts, wht 
God ſhould this night require my ſoul ? 
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14. 8 generation with your might while you 
Wave time. You have but a very little time to bring 
God any glory here, or to do your friends any good, 
WEN ow up and be doing. Now or never live in the deep 
and conſtant ſenſe of the very little time that you have 
for this world, and the great work you have to do. You 
Fare going whence you ſhall not return, There's no 
Fafter-game to be played. What! But one caſt for 
eternity, and will you not be careful to throw that well? 
= Moft dearly beloved, I covet after your furtherance 
in mortification, and growth in grace. And Oh that 
I could repreſent death unto you, as it will ſhew ſhortly 
itſelt: or could but open a window into eternity to you: 
how effectually would this do the work. Then the 
= cripple would fling away his crutches, the flothiul 
= would pluck his hand out of his boſom, and ſhake off 
his excuſes, and be night and day at his work. Then 
the Laodiccan would be recovered from his benumbed 
frame; then we ſhouid have no halving in religion, 
no lazy wiſhing and complaining; but men would ply the 
| oars to purpoſe, and ſweat at their work. 

Brethren, lift up yourſelves above the objects of 
| ſenſe : be men for eternity, and carry it like thoſe that 


ſeck for glory, honour, and immortality, I commend 


you to divine grace; and am 
Your's in the bonds of the goſpel 
of our Lord Feſus 
JOS. ALLEINE, 


From the common Goal at Ivelcheſter, 
Nov. 14, 1663. 


E LE T- 


LETTER XVII. | 


To the loviag and moſt belowed People, the Servants of God 
in Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


LTHOUGH I am forced at the preſent, to be at 


a diſtance from you, yet I would not have you 
ignorant, that the care of your eternal welfare is al. 
ways living upon my heart, Therefore as my beloved 
triends I warn you, and ceaſe not to ſtir you up by way! 
of remembrance, being jealous for you with a godlyf 


2 SI 
jealouſy, that no man take your crown. I know you 


have many enemies, and above all I fear your boſom 
enemies: and as the watchman of the Lord I give youf 


1 


Moft dearly beloved, | : 


careful warning, and exhort you all not to be high-P 


minded, but fear. Bleſſed is the man that feareth al- 
ways. Look diligently, leſt any of you fail of the 
grace of God. You have made long profeſſion of the 


name of Jeſus Chriſt : Oh, ſee upon what ground you 
ſtand. You mull, every one of you, land ſhortly be- 
tore the judgment ſeat of Chrilt, and be tried for your 


lives: Oh, try yourſelves throughly firſt. Tis eaſy 


to miſtake a partial re formation and external obedience, 


for true ſanctification. Therefore I beſeech you every 
one, to examine whether you are in the faith. Prove 
your ownſelves, Tell not me, you hope you are ſin- 


cere, you hope you ſhall go to heaven : never put it off 
with hopes, but pray, and try, and ſearch, *till you 
know you are paſſed from death unto life, and that you 
know you have a building, not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. 

Suppoſe I ſhould aſk you one by one, where are your 
evidences for heaven? Could you make out your 


caim? Can you bring me ſcripture proof? Can you 
ſhew me the marks of the Lord Jeſus? What mean 
you to live at uncertainties? Brethren, it is an intole- 
rahle ignorance for any of you in theſe days of glorious 
light, not to be able to tell the diſtinguiſhing marks 6 

a {oun 


Ir 
2 PE. 
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a ſound believer. And it is intolerable careleſneſs, if 
you do not bring yourſelves to the trial by theſe marks, 


EY 
* 4 
1 


What! Are your hands filled with books, and your 
* * . . 

ears with ſermons, that tell you ſo plainly from the 

word of God, how you ſhall know whether you are in 

God Chriſt, and are you ſtill to ſeek? Oh, ſtir up yourſelves, 

Fake heed, leſt a promiſe being left of entering into his 


l 


l 


| 


reſt, any of you fall ſhort of it at laſt. 


e at your ends, elſe you may loſe all at laſt, Examine, not 
Jou only what is done, but whence 'tis done, look to the 
al.] roots as well as to the fruit. Eye not only your actions, 
ved but your aims. Remember what a ſtrict eye you are 
way under. The Lord Julus makes ſtrict obſervation upon 
ody all your works and ways, He obſerves who of you are 
YOURE fruitful, and who barren and unproftable, He knows 
om] who are thriving and who declining. He obſerves who 
ou are warm and who lukewarm : who are ſound chriſtians, 
igh⸗ and who have only a name to live. 
al- Chhriſtians, put on, preſs towards the mark, be adding 
theſ to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge. See 
chef that you grow extenſively, being abundant in all ſorts 
YOUE of good works, Be pitiful, be courteous, gentle, eaſy 
be. to be intreated. Be flow to anger, ſoon reconciled. 
y ourg Be patient, be temperate, be chearful. Study not eve- 
ealy} ry one only his own things, but the good of his neigh- 
-NCC,Þ hour. Think it not enough to look to your own ſouls, 
VE} Þ but watch for the ſouls of others. Pray for them, warn 
roveſ them, be kind to them, ſtudy to oblige them, that by 
Un. any means you may win them, and gain their ſouls. 
it os Labour to grow intenſively, to do better the things 
| YOUR that you did before, to be more fervent in prayer, mo1e 
- YOUR free and willing in all the ways of the Lord, to hear 
eter ·¶ with more profit, to examine yourſelves more thorough- 
ly, to mind heaven more frequently, 
vo I commend myſelf to your prayers, and you to the 
* grace of God, remaining 
A. Dorcheſter, Your's in the Lord Jeſus, 
ole July 7, 1663, JOS. ALLEINE. 
Yri0us E 2 LET. 
ks ol 


ſound 


You are a pro- 


feſſing people, you pray, and you hear: but, Oh look 
to your ſincerity. Look to your principles, look to 


1 . 
L'ET-T-E-K M. if 


F 
[The Character and Privileges of true Believers.] ft 
1 * 


To the moſt beloved People, the Scruants of God in Tauuhen 
ton, Grace and Peace, 


Moft dearly Beloved, 


Rejoice to hear of God's continual goodneſs toward 
you; he is your ſhepherd, and therefore it is thai 
you do not want, Me you have not always, but he ih 
ever with you, his rod and his ſtaff ſhall comfort you 
Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow you all the days 
of your lives, and you ſhall dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord for ever, : 
In this my dear brethren, rejoice, that God is enÞ 
gaged in ſo near and ſo ſweet relation to you, Doubt) 
leſs your ſouls ſhall lodge in goodneſs, and be provided 
for carefully, that have the Almighty for your ſhepherdF 
Blefled are the flock of his hands, and the ſheep of his 
paſture, happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe, 
But who are Chriſt's ſheep ? — 
Not all profeſſors. I beſeech you take heed howp 
you reſt in profeſſion. It is not profeſ/ion, but converſſon 
that turns a man from a ſwine to a ſheep. Let none ot 
you flatter yourſelves, that becauſe you have eſcapedF 
the groſs pollutions of the world, therefore you are a. 
mong the number of Chriſt's ſheep. All this you may} 
attain to, and yet be but waſhed ſwine ; there muſt be an 
inward, deep, thorough, univerſal change upon your! 
natures, diſpoſitions, inclinations, or elſe you are not] 
Chriſt's ſheep. | 
If you will be put out of doubt whether you are his 
ſheep or not, you muſt try it by the mark that Chriſt 
ſers upon all his ſheep, even your /anfiication, You 
that will ſtand to the trial, anſwer me truly and deli- Þ 
berately to theſe queſtions. Do you hate every fin as 
the ſheep doth the mire ? Do you regard no iniquity in 
your hearts? Do you ſtrive againſt, and oppoſe all fin, 
though it may ſeem never ſo neceſſary, never ſo natural 
to 
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to you, or have you not your ſecret haunts of evil ? 
For every ſwine will have his ſwill. Do you abſtain 
from fin out of fear, or out of diflike ? Are you at peace 
with no fin 2 Do you not hide ſome iniquity as a ſweet 
morſel under your tongue ? Is there not ſome practice 


that you are not willing to know is a fin for tear you 


'3 
out of the bible, as that evil man wiſhed God had ne- 
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to 


ſhould be forced to leave it? Do you love the com- 
mandment that forbids your ſin, or do you not wiſh it 


ver made the ſeventh commandment ? Again, How do 
you ſtand affected towards holineſs? Do you love it? 
Do you chuſe it? Do you hunger and thirſt after it, 


and deſire it more than any temporal good? Have you 
choſen the way of God's precepts, and had rather live 
holily than be allowed to live in your fins? Do you in 
your very hearts prefer a ſtrict lite in communion with. 
and conformity to God, before the proſperity of the 


world? Do you chuſe holineſs, not out of bare ne- 
ceſſity, becauſe you cannot go to heaven without it, but 
out of love to it, and from a deep ſenſe that you have 


of the ſurpaſſing lovelineſs, and beauty of it? If it be 
thus with you, you are the perſons that the Lord Jeſus 


| hath marked tor his ſheep. 


And now, come all that have this mark, come and 
underſtand your happineſs: you are marked out for 


; preſervation, and let it go how it will with the reſt; it 


ſhall go well with you. You are the ſeparated ones 
upon whom the angel hath ſet the ſeal of the living 
God; you are redeemed unto God from among men, 
being the firſt fruits unto God and the Lamb, and have 


| your Father's name written in your fore-heads. 


Hail, you are highly favoured of the Lord, bleſſed are ye 


among men; though you are but poor and deſpiſed, and 


like little Benjamin among the thouſands of Judah ; 


you carry away the bleſſing and the privilege from all 


the reſt. God hath done more for the leaſt of you than 


for the whole world of mankind beſides. Har not lit- 
| tle Flack, it is your Father's good pleaſure to give von the 


kingdom. All that the ſcripture ſpeaks of that king- 


| dom of glory, that everlaſting kingdom, it ſpeaks to 


E 3 you: 
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you, Behold your inheritance, You are the ſons of 
God. Inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, joint 
heirs with Chriſt the Lord of glory, 

Do you believe this? Do you thoroughly believe? 
If ſo, my work is done, I need not bid you rejoice, nor 
bid you be thankful, only Believe, Do this and do all, 
Believe and you will ryzoice with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory. Believe and you will be ſruigſul, and 
ſhew your faith by your works. Believe and you will 
love, for faith worketh by love. In a word, keep 
theſe things upon your hearts by daily and lively con- 
ſideration, and this will bring heaven into your ſouls, 


and engage you to all manner of holy converſation. . 


This will mortify you to the world, the grand enemy 
which I charge you to beware of. O remember your's 
is the kingdom; and ponder theſe ſayings in your 
hearts, Beloved, I have written theſe things to yor, 
that your joy may be full. And now peace I leave 
with you, I am Chriſt's embaflador to you, an embaſ- 
fador of peace; his peace I pronounce unto you; in 
his name I bleſs you. Farewell in the Lord, I am 


The fervent well-wiſher of your ſouls, 
JOS, ALLEINE. 
Dewv:zes, June 29, 1666. 
LE 1-4 4 MAS. 
[Of the Love of Chriſt] 
Jo the Servaits of God in Taunton, Salvation. 


1oft dearly beloved, 


H that my letters in my abſence might he uſeful 
() to you! It is my joy to ſerve you, and my love 
to you is without diſſimulation: witneſs my twice loſt 
liberties, and my impaired health, all which I might 
hare preſerved, had it not been for my readineſs to mi- 
wiler to you, | 
But 


6 


0 But what do I ſpeak of my love? It is the infinite 


love of God your Father that I would hare to dwell 
vpon you. Forget me, ſo you remember him. Let 
me be very little, ſo he be very lovely in your eyes. 

Bury me, ſo you ſet the Lord always betore you. Let 
my name be written in the duſt, to his name be writ- 
ten deep upon all your ſouls, 

O Lord, I am thy Servant, truly I am thy ſervant, 

Glorify thine own name by me, and thou ſhalt have 
my hand to it, that I will be content to be hid in ob- 
ſcurity, and to diſappear through the brightneſs of thy 

lory. 

4 „ not myſelf, but the Lord Jeſus. Give him 
Four hearts, and I have my errand. I am but the 
friend of the bridegroom, and my buſineſs is, but to 

give you to under ſtand his love, and to gain your 
hearts unto him. He is an object worthy of my com- 
mendations, and of your affections, His love 1s worth 
the writing of, and worth the thinking of, and worth 
the ſpeaking of. Oh my brethren, never forget, I be- 
ſeech you, how he loveth you. He is in heaven, and 
you are on earth; yet he loveth you. His heart is 
infinitely tender of you. Even now while he is at the 
ight hand of the Majeſty on high, how feeling doth 
he cry out at the hurt of his poor members on earth, 
Maul, Saul, why per/icuteft thou me! Oh of what quick 
lenſe is our dear Lord unto us! When we are touched 
on earth he feels it in heaven. 

Brethren, poſſeſs your hearts with this, that Chriſt's 
ore doth go out with infinite dearneſs towards you, 
Eren now, while he is in all his glory, he earneſtly 
emembers you ſtill. This is the High Prieſt that now 
entered into the holy of holies, doth bear your names, 
emembering every poor believer. He bears your names, 
but where? Upon his breaſt-plate, upon his heart, 

xod. 28, 29. Sure your lot is fallen in an happy 
lace; what in the boſom of Chriſt ? Yea, verily 1 may 
ipply that of Gabriel, O Daniel thou art greatly beloved, 
nto you: you are beloved indeed, to have your 
mes written upon the very heart of Chriſt now he is 


glory. 
Ob, 


(+56 "2 
Oh, let his name be written on vt hearts, Do not 
write his name in the find, when he has written your 
upon his own e,] Do not forget him who hath tak 
en ſuch care, that while he is, he may never forge 
you, having recorded your names, not only on hit 


book, but on his eh, and ſet you as a ſeal upon his g 


heart, He hath you upon his heart, but why ? For 
a memorial before the Lord continually, Beloved, your 
Lord is fo far from forgetting you in all his greatneſs 
and glory, that he is gone into heaven on purpoſe, 
there to preſent you before the Lord, that you may be 
always in remembrance before him. O beloved, glory, 
yea, and triumph in his love: doubtleſs it muſt go 


well with us. Who ſhall condemn *? It is Chriſt that! 


died and roſe again, and is now making interceſſion. 
His intereſt is potent. He is always preſent, Our 
Advocate is never out of court, Never did cauſe mil- 
carry in his hand. Truſt you ſafely in him. 

Oh, the riches of Chriſt's love! He did not think 
it enough to die for you. His love doth not end with 
his natural life on earth, but he ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for us. His love is like his life, ever, 
ever: knowing no remiſſion in degree, nor intermit. 
fion of time, no ceſſation of working, but is ever, 
ever in motion towards us. 

If the pens of all the world were employed to write 
volumes of love, if the tongues of all the living were 
exerciſcd in nothing elſe but talking of his love; if all 
hearts were made up of love; and all the powers and 
affections of the mind turned into love, yet this were 
no leſs than infinitely too little, either to conceive or ex- 
preſs the greatneſs of Chriſt's love. 

O my beloved, may your ſouls be ſwallowed up in 
this love. Think and think while you will, you can 
never think how much you are beloved. See that you 
love again by way of gratitude, tho' not of requital: 
What though your ſouls be but narrow, and your pow- 
ers but little? Yet love him with all you have. Love 
him with all your hearts, and all your ſtrength. To 
the meditations, and to the embraces of divine love 
I leave you, remaining, 

Your's in the bonds of the moſt dear Lord Teſus, 
Aug. 11, 106g, JOS. ALLEINE. 
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To the beloved People the Inhabitants of Taunton, 
Grace and Peace, 


Moft dear Friends, 


Y chief joy is, that my beloved is mine and I am 

his. But next to that I have no joy ſo great as 
that you are mine and I am yours, and you are Chrilt's. 
My relation to Chriſt is above all: he is my life and 


my peace, my riches and my righteouſneſs: he is my 
'S hope and my ſtrength, and mine inheritance, and my 
rejoicing : in him will [ pleaſe myſelf for ever, and in 


him will I glory. I eſteem myſelf moſt happy and 


rich, and fafe in him, though of myſelt I am nothing. 


In him I may boaſt without pride, and glory withour 
vanity, Here is no danger of being over-much plea/= 


ed; neither can the chriſtian exceed his bounds in 


valuing his own riches and happineſs in Chriſt: The 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with me, and none ſhall 
ſtop this my confidence of boaſting in Chriſt. But as 
my lot in him is above all, ſo it is no ſmall content to 
me that my lot is fallen with you. And though TI 
have broken my health, and loſt my liberty once and 
again, for your ſakes, yet none of theſe things move 
me. I wiſh nothing more than to ſpend and to be 
_ upon the ſervice of your faith. I bleſs the Lord, 
or it is an invaluable mercy, that ever he called me to 
be an embaſſador of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to you-wards, 
In this ſtation I defire to approve myſelf to him, and 
that I am withdrawn from my work for a ſeaſon, it 
is but that I may return to you retreſhed, and enabled 
for my work among you, I am tender of preſerving 
the little ſtrength God doth add to me, entirely for 
your ſakes: 1 bleſs the Lord I am in great tranquility 
here in this town, and walk up and down without any 
queſtioning me. I do by this return you my hearty 
thanks for your earneſt prayers in my behalf, for it is 
God that muſt do the cure: I ſeem to be retired to 
this place, as a veſſel rent and ſhattered and torn 00 
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the ſervice, that is come to recruit in the Barbour: 


and here I am as it were repairing and victualling to 
put forth again in the ſervice: which 1 ſhall do as 


ſoon as I am ready, What is my lite unleſs I am ſer- 
viceable ? And though I muſt for the preſent forbear my 


wonted labour, yet I ſhall not ceaſe to exhort you 


while I am abſent from you, to ſtand faſt, and to grow 
up in your holy faith, 


Be warned, my beloved, that you fall not upon thoſe 


rocks on which ſo many have been ſplit. 


There are three things which I befeech you carefully 


to beware of. 


Firſt, left while Chrift is in your mouths, the world 


run away with your hearts: there is many a ſeeming 
chriſtian that will be found a mere idolator. Many a 
ſoul goes down to heil in this fin, and never diſcerns 


it 'till it be too late. Remember, that the onen, the 


farm, wife, merchandize, all of them lawful com- 


forts, did as effectually kecp men from cloſing with | 


Chriit, as the vileſt luſts of the worſt of men. What- 
ever you find your hearts very much pleaſed in, among 
theſe earthly comforts, ſet a mark upon that thing, 


and remember that there lies your greateſt danger, 


What you love moſt, you mult fear moſt: and think 
often with yourſelves, This, if any thing, is like to 
be my ruin. Oh, the multitudes that periſh by the 
ſecret hand of this enemy, the over-valuing of earthly 
things. The hearers compared to the thorny ground, 
did not openly fall away; but while others withered 
they were as green and freſh as ever; and yet their in- 
ordinate affection to the things of this life, ſecretly 
undid all at laſt, Little do moſt think while they 
pleaſe themſelves in their eſtates, while they delight 
themſelves ſo freely in their children, in their wives, 
in their habitations and poſſeſſions; that theſe are the 
things which are like to undo them forever. How little 
is that ſcripture thought of, Love not the auor l; if any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him, 
Are there not many among us, who though they keep 
up prayer, and other holy duties, yet the ſtrength of 
their hearts goeth out after earthly things ? gy” 

thele 


little 
any 
him, 
ec 
* 
And 
heſe 


9 


cheſe are their chief care and their chief joy. Such 

muſt know they are none of Chriſt's; and they had bet- 

ter underſtand them now, and ſeek to be renewed b 
repentance, than hereatter, when there ſhall be no 


lace for repentance. 
Secondly, Left awhile inignity abounds, your love to 


* Chrift wax cold. Remember what an abomination 


Laodicea was to Chriſt, becauſe ſhe grew luke-warm 


and what a controverſy he had with Epheſus, a ſound 


church, becauſe the did but flacken and grow remiſs in 


her love. A friend is born for adrerfity; and now is 


the time, if you will prove the ſincerity of your love 


to Chriſt, by following him zealouſly, reſolvedly, ful- 
ly, now he is rejected and oppoſed. 

Thirdly, Left you keep up a barren and fruitleſs pro- 
Eon. See to it, that you be not only proteſlors, but 


proficients ; many think all is well becauſe they keep 
on in the exerciſes of religion; but alas! you may 


keep on praying and hearing all the week long, and yet 
be not one jot the farther. Many there are that keep 


going, but it is like the horſe in the mill, that is going 


all day, but yet is no farther than when you firſt began. 
Nay, it often happens in the trade of religicn, as in 
=> in the world, where many keep on in trading 
ſtill, till for want of care and caution, and examining 
their accounts, they trade themſelves out of all. Oh, 
look to it my brethren, that none of you reſt in the 
doing of duties, but examine what comes of them, 
Otherwiſe, as you may trade yourſeives into poverty, ſo 
you may hear and pray yourſelves into hardneſs of 
heart and deſperate ſecurity and formality, This was 
the very caſe of wretched Laodicea, who kept up the 
trace of religious duties, and verily thought that all 
was well, becauſe the trade went on, and that ſhe was 
ncreaſed in ſpiritual goods; but when her accounts 
vere caſt up, all comes to nothing, and ends in wretch- 


edneſs, poverty, and nakedneſs, I commend you to 
the living God, remaining 


Your fervent wwell-awiſher and 
Embaſſador in Chriſt. 


Devizes, June 22, 1666. JOS. ALLEINE, 
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LET 
[An Admiration of the Love of God, ] 


To the moſt Loving and beft Beloved, the Servants of God Þ 


in Taunton, Salvation. 


My moft dear Friends, 


Love you, and long for you in the Lord, and I am 

weary with torbearing that good and bleſſed work 
that the Lord hath committed to me, for the turtherance Þ 
of your ſalvation. How long, Lord, how long ſhall L Þ 
dwell in filence * How long ſhall my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth? When will God open my lips, Þ 
that I may ſfand up and praiſe him! But it is my Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure yet to keep me in a total diſability Þ 
of publiſhing his name among you; unto him my ſoul Þ 


ſhall patiently ſubſcribe. I cannot complain that he is 


hard to me: I am full of the mercies of the Lord, and Þ 


ſhall I complain ? Far be it from me. 
But though I may not murmur, methinks I may 


mourn a little, and fit down and wiſh, O it I may not 


have a tongue to ſpeak, would I had but hands to 


write, that I might trom my pen drop ſome heavenly 


counſels to my beloved people. But it cannot be; 
alas, my right hand ſeems to have forgot her cunning, 
and hath much ado with trembling to lift the bread unto 
my mouth. Do you think you ſhould have had ſo little 
to ſhew under my hand, to bear witneſs of my care for 
you, and love to you, if God had nor ſhook my pen 
as it were out of my hand? But all that he doth is done 
well, and wiſely, and therefore I ſubmit, I have pur- 
poſed to borrow hands wherewith to write unto my be- 
loved, rather than be filent any longer. 

But where ſhall I begin, or when ſhall I end? If 
I think to ſpeak of the mercies of God toward me, ot 
mine enlarged affections towards you, I feel already 
how inſufficient all I can ſay will prove at laſt to utter 
what I have to tell you: but ſhall 1 ſay nothing becauſe 
I cannot utter all? This muſt not be neither, 
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Come then all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell 
you what he hath done for my foul. Oh help me to 
love that precious name of his, which is above all my 
praiſes, O loye the Lord all ye his faints, magnity 
him with me, and let us exalt his name together ! 
He hath remembered my low eſtate, becaule his mer- 
cy endureth for ever. Blefled be you of the Lord, for 
all your remembrances of me before the Lord; you 
have wreſtled with the Lord for me, you have wreſtled 
me out of the jaws of death: O the ſtrength of prayer! 
Surely it is ſtronger than death, See that you honour 
the power and prevalency of prayer: Oh be in love 
with prayer, and have high and venerable thoughts of 
it, What diſtreſſes, diſeaſes, or death, can ſtand before 
it? Surely I live by prayer. Prayer hath given a re- 
ſurrection to this body of mine, when phyſicians and 
friends had given up their hopes. 

O infinite Love, never to be comprehended, but ever 
to be admired, magnified, and adored by every crea- 
ture! O let my heart be filled, let my mouth be filled, 
let my papers be filled with the thanktul commemo— 
ration of this matchleſs love, O turn your eyes from 
other objects! O bury me in forgetfulneſs, and let 
my love be no more mentioned, nor had in remem- 
brance among you, fo you be throughly poſſeſſed and 
flamed with the love of God. See that you ſtudy 
this, Fill your fouls with wonder, and be raviſhed 
with this love: take your daily walk, and lofe your- 
ſelves in the field of love. O that vour ſouls may be 
drowned in the love of Chriſt, till you ſay with the 
ſpoule, I am fiel of love. Who in all the earth ſhould 
admire and commend this Love if I ſhould not? I fee! 
it, I taſte ir, the ſweet ſavour thereof reviveth my ſoul ; 
it is light to mine eyes, and life to mine heart; the warm 
beams of this bleſſed ſun, O how have they comforted 
me, raviſhed, and refreſhed me both in body and foul ; 
it is light to mine eyes, and life to mine heart; the 
warm beams of this blefled ſun, O how have they com- 
forted me, raviſhed, and refreſhed me both in body and 
foul, Now my own hands can feed me, and my own 


feet can bear me, my appetite is quick, my ſleep com- 
F fortable, 
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fortable, and God is pleaſed to give ſome increaſe con- 
tinually though by inſenfible degrees: And ſhall not 1 
praiſe that Love which hath done all this for me? My 
heart is enlarged, but I told you Paper could not hold 
what I have to ſpeak of the goodneſs of the All-gracious 
God, in which I live, The Grace of our Lord Jetus 
be with you all, Farewell in the Lord, I remain 
Your unworthy Miniſter and fervent 
Well-wiſher in the Lord, 
JOS. ALLEINE:; 


LET TEN XXIII. 
To the Servants of Ch: ift in Huntingdon, Grace and Peace. 
Moft dear Chriſtians, 


Thankfully acknowledge, both to God and you, 
that I am many ways obliged to love and ſerve you; 


and ſurely, when the Lord ſhall turn our captivity, I | 
will through his Grace) endeavour to ſhew myſelt F 


thankful. I am the more ſenfible of your great love, 


becauſe I cannot be inſenſible how little I have been | 
Able, I ſay, for I am ſure I F 


able to do to oblige you. 
have been willing zo be much more ſerviceable. But 
now Letters and Prayers are all that I have for you : 


of theſe I ſhall be ready to be prodigal. I fervently pray, 
and do not doubt to ſpeed, that you may reap in Grace | 


and Glory, what you have ſown in Bounty. Perily 
thire is a Reward for the Righteous, Ah how ſure is it! 
And how great, and how near ! 


Come on, my dear Brethren and Fellow-Travellers. | 
See that you 
What, tire 


Stir up yourſelves and ſet to your race. 

loiter not, but ſpeed in your holy Courſe, 
by the way, or think of looking back when heaven is 
the Prize ? God forbid. To him that ſoweth Righte- 
ouſneſs there ſhall be ſure Reward, What though it 
ſhould ſeem flow ? As long as it is ſo ſure, and ſo great, 
never be diſcouraged, In the end you ſhall reap, if 
you faint not, Wait but a while, and you ſhall have a 
bleſſed harveſt. The Lord ſpeaks to the Chriſtian, as 
he to his Creditor in another caſe, Have Patience with 
me, 
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me, and I will pay thee all. Oh for faith and pati- 
ence! How ſafely will theſe carry us to the harbour, 
through all diftculties, 

Brethren, be ye followers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſes, It is want of 
patience that undoes the world. Patience I mean, not 
ſo much in the bearing the afflicted evil, as in waiting 
for the deterred good. If the reward of religion were 
in hand, who would not be religious ? But the Lord 
deals all upon truſt, and on that account is but little 
dealt with. You mult plow and ſow, and wait for the 
return of all at the harveſt, when this lite is ended. 
They that like not religion upon theſe terms, may 
ſee where they can mend their markets, But you, my 
brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as you know your la- 
bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. Wait a little; there 
is but a ſhort life between you, and the bleſſed in- 
heritance of glory. Ah wretched unbehevers ! How 
worthy are you to be ſhut for ever out of the kingdom, 


that did fo undervalue all the glory that God had pro- 


miſed, as not to count it ſufficient to pay you for a little 
waiting ? Beloved, lift up vour eyes, and bzhold your 


| inheritance, the good land that is beyond Jordan, and 


that goodly mountain. The promiſes are a map of 


| heaven, Do but view it believingly and conſiderately, 
as it is drawn there, and tell me, what thuik you of 


that worthy portion, that g:odly heritage? Will not 
all this make you amends tor your ſtay? Why then 


act like believers. Never think much ot the pains and 
| expences of religion, Let no man think he ſhall 
come off a looſer. What though you are much upon 
the ſpending hand? God is betore-hand with you how- 


ever: but I would have you principally to look tor- 


| ward, It is much that God hath laid out upon vou; 
| but who can tell whit he hath laid up for them that 


fear him? and will you miſs of all tor want of patience? 
God torbid, 

Behold the huſoandman waiteth for the precious 
fruits of the earth, and hath long patience, till he re- 
ceive the early and latter rain. Be ve allo patient, 

2 ſtabliſh 
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ſabliſh your hearts, for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh. What, ſhall the huſbandman have more patience 
for the fruits of the carth, than you for the precious 
fruits of your faith? The huſbandman hath no ſuch 
certainty as you: he hath but a probability of an har- 
veſt, and yet he hath patience; he is content to venture. 
He is at great pains, and much coſt; he is till laying 
out, and hath nothing coming in, and yet he is content 
to wait for his reimburſement, till the corn be grown. 
But your harveſt is more ſure, as ſure as the infallible 
promiſe, the immutable oath of God, 

Again, the huſbandman hath no ſuch increaſe to 
look for as you, If he were ſure, that every corn 
would bear a crown, wuh what joy rather than pa- 
rience, would he go through all his coſt and labour? 
Why, brethren, ſuch is a believer's increaſe. Every 
grain ſhall produce a crown; and every tear ſhall 
bring forth a pearl; and every minute in pains or 
prayers, an age of joy and glory, Beſide, the huſ- 
bandman hath long patience, and will not you have a 
little patience ? It is not long patience that God doth 
expect of you: for behold the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. Will the garriſon yield when relief is 
at hand? Or the merchant give up his hopes, when 
within (ght of the harbour? Or will the huſbandman 
give up all for loſt, when he ſees the fields white for 
harveſt? Or ſhall he do more for a crop of corn, 
than you will do for a crop of glory ? Far be it. Be- 
hold the Judge is at the door. The Lord is at hand, 
He cometh quickly, and his reward is with him. He 
comes with the crown in his hand, to ſet upon the 
head of patience, Therefore caſt not away your con- 
fidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 'The 
priſoners of the Lord, your brethren in the patience of 
Jeſus, can tell you, it is good ſuffering for ſuch a 
maſter. | 

We muſt tell you, as they ſaid to our Lord in ano- 
ther caſe, He is worthy for whom you ſhould do this. 
God is beyond meaſure gracious to us here. He 
ſhines bright into our priſon. He waters us from 


heaven and earth, As we truſt you forget not the 
poor 


time in compariſon of this. 
one end only to 
Learn well that leſſon, and know-that it 1s the only 
thing neceſſary. 
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poor priſoners, when you pray, ſo we would that mauy 


thankigivings ſhould abound in our behalf. And prayer 
being the only key that can open our priſons, we truſt 
you will pray and not faint; farewell, dear brethren, 
fare ye well in the Lord, I am, 


An unworthy Embaſſador of Feſus, in bonds, 


JOS. ALLEINE, 
From the Priſon at Ivelcheſter, 
Oct. 28th, 1663. 


LIT TEN XXIV. 
[To his Wite.] 
My moſt dear Theodofia, 


HO ͤſeemeſt to have been long from me; let 
nothing any longer detain thee, but my Siſter's 
neceſſity, or Father's authority. I am in a comfort- 
able ſtate of health, through divine goodneſs, to which 
be glory for ever. See that thou love and admire that 
fountain of our life, and peace: and be ever mindtul 
that tis all thy bufineſs to love, and ſerve, and praiſe 
thy creator and redeemer. I have no other buſineſs but 
this to write to thee about: but this is all our buſineſs, 
What we uſe to call buſineſs is but vanity and paſ- 
Remember that *tis. thy 
glority God, and enjoy him for ever, 


Every morning remember that thy 
ſerving and pleaſing God is the whole buſineſs of that 


day, and therefore ſet out accordingly with an expreſs 


defign and intention to pleaſe God in thy eating, 


drinking, viſiting, converſing, and duties throughout 


the day. My moſt dear heart, I have nothing in the 


world that doth concern thee, or me ſo much to write 
of to thee, as this. Oh that thou may it ſtill be laying 
up in heaven! Still furthering thy account; ſtill add- 
| Ing to the heap, and increaſing thy glorious reward ? 
Nothing is done for God, but thou ſhalt hear of it 
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again. 
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again. What ever is not done for God, is but ſo 
much loſt. Thoſe things which others do, being led 
by their natural affections and deſires, thoſe things do 
thou do with holy aims, for ſpiritual ends, and then God 
will put it on the account, as ſo much done for him. 
So it is, my deareſt, God keeps a true account. See 
that thou believe it, and ſo plow in hope, and ſow in 
hope, pray and hear with an eye to the ſure reward. 
Let thy hopes be ſtrong and lively, and then thy hands 
will be ſtrong, and thy reſolutions and affections will be 
ſtrong. My time is very precious, and I would not 
loſe an inch of it, See thou to it, that my time in 
writing this letter be not loſt time. Love God the 
more, and ſet thy heart the ſtraighter towards him, 
and do practiſe this one thing, in every action to look 
to thy ends, and then I have got well, and thou better 
by theſe counſels, My deareit, I love thee in truth 
and tenderneſs, but my love ſignifies little, unleſs it 
{ſerve thine eternal good. 


J refl thine own, 


10S. ALLEINE. 


LET 6-3-4 Y 6 
[To his Wite. ] 
My dear Heart, 


Y heart is now a little at reſt to write to thee, I 
have been theſe three days much diſturbed. 
Strong ſolicitations I have had from ſeveral hands, to 
accept very honourable preferment; but I have not 
found the invitations to ſuit with the inclinations of my 
own heart, as I was confident they would not with 
thine. I have ſent away my friends ſatisfied with the 
reaſons of my refuſal, and now can ſay, Soul, return 
unto thy ret. But alas, that ſuch things ſhould diſturb 
me! I would live above this lower 1 that no 
paſſages whatſoever might put me out of frame, or un- 


tettle me from my defired reſt. I would have my 
| heart 
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heart fixed upon God, fo as no occurences miglit diſ- 
turb my tranquility, but I might be till in the ſame 
uiet and even frame. Well, tho? I am apt to be un- 
ettled, yet I am like a bird out of the neſt, I am never 
at quiet *till I am in my old way of communion with 
God, like the needle in the compaſs that is reſtleſs, 

*till it be turned towards the pole. 

I can ſay through grace, with my ſoul have I deſired 
thee in the night, and with my ſpirit within me have 
I ſought thee early; my heart is early and late with 
God, and 'tis the buſineſs and delight of my lite to 
ſeek him. But alas, how long ſhall I ſpend my days 
in wiſhing, when my glorified brethren ſpend theirs 
in enjoying? As the poor impriſoned captive ſighs un- 
der his irons, and can only look through the grate, 
and long for the liberty which others enjoy : ſuch is 
my condition. I can only look through the grate of 
this priſon my fleſh; I ſee Abraham, and Jſaac, and 
Jacob, ſitting down in the kingdom of God; but alas, 
I myſelf muſt ſtand without longing, praying, waiting, 
for what they are enjoying. Happy fouls! When 
ſhall theſe fetters of mine he knocked off? When ſhall 
I be ſet at liberty from this priſon of my body? You 
are cloathed with glory, when I am cloathed with duſt. 
I dwell in fleſh, in a houſe of clay, when you dwell 
with God in a houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

I muſt be continually clogged with this cumberſome 
body, when you have put on incorruption and im- 
mortality. What continual moleſtation am I ſubject 
to by reaſon of this fleſh? What pains doth it coſt 
me to keep this earthen veſſel from breaking, it muſt 
be exerciſed ; and which is worſt of all, cheriſhed with 
time-devouring fleep, fo that I live but little of the 
ſhort time I have allotted me here: but oh bleſſed ſouls, 
vou are ſwallowed up of immortality and life, your 
Tace is run, and you have received your crown. How 
cautious muſt I be to keep me from dangers, how apt 
am I to be troubled with the cares and fears of this 
life, when your ſouls are taken up with God and 
Chriſt, and *tis your work to be ſtill contemplating, 
and admiring that love that redeemed you from 1 

at 
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What pains muſt I be at to repair the ruinous building 
of this earthly tabernacle, which when I have done 
l am ſure will ſhortly fall about my ears; when you 
have got far above mortality, and are made equal with 
the angels, Oh I groan earneſtly to be cloathed upon 
with my houſe which 1s from heaven, being willing 
rather to be abſent from the body and preſent with the 
Lord: Oh, when ſhall I come and appear before him? 
When ſhall I receive the purchaſe ot my Saviour, the 
fruit of my prayers, the harveſt of my labours, the 
end of my taith, the ſalvation of my ſoul ? Alas! what 
do I here? This 1s not my reſting place, my treaſure is 
in heaven. Oh when ſhall I be where my heart 1s ? 
Wo is me that dwell in the tents of Xeder. Oh that I 
had wings like a dove, that I might fly away and be at 
reſt, Then would I haſten my eſcape from the ſtorm 
and tempeſt, and be out of the reach of fears, diſturb- 
ances, and diſtractions. How long ſhail I hve at ſuch 
a diſtance from my God, at ſuch a diitance from my 
country? Alas, how can I ſing the Lord's ſong in a 
ſtrange land? No, I will hang my harp upon the wil- 
lows, and fit down and weep when I remember Hen. 
But yet my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, and I will daily 
bathe my ſoul in the ſweer thoughts of my bleſſed 
home. I will rejoice in hopes of what I do not yet 
enjoy, and content myſelf with the taſte of what I ſuall 
ſhortly have my fill of, 

The Lord grant the requeſt I daily pour out before 
him, and make us furtherances to each other's ſoul, 
that we may quicken and promote and forward one 
another in his ways. Help me by thy prayers as thou 
doſt always. The God of all peace and comfort be 
with thee my ſweet love, Farewell, 


Thine beyond expreſſion, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 
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LETTER XXVI. 
[God is a ſatisfying portion, ] 


My moſt dear Friend, 


] : AD not my right hand long ſince forgot her cun- 
ning, and the Almighty ſhook the pen out of my 
hand, I ſhould long ere this have written to thee ; 
but it is a wonder of divine power and goodneſs that 
my ſoul had not before this time dwelt in filence, and 
that death had not put the long period to all my 
writing and converſe. 

Long is the ſong of love that I have to tell thee, I 
rejoice in the conſtancy of thy love, that the waters of 
ſo long a filence, and fo great a diſtance have not yet 
quenched it, but thy deſires are towards me, and thy 
heart is with me, thoifgh providence hath hindered me 
from thy much-defired company. TI will aflure thee it 
hath been a pleaſure to my heart a good part of this 
ſummer to hope that I ſhould come one hulf of the 
way to give thee a meeting; but fuch is my weak- 
neſs hitherto, that I ain forced to pu off thoſe hopes 
till the ſpring; when, it God gives me ſtrength to 


ride, I intend to ſee thee before mine own home. 1 


thank thee for all the dear expreitons of thy fervent 
love: my expences have been vaſt; but ſrrely goods 
neſs and mercy hath followed me, and do follow me in 
everv place, and in every change of my condition: ſo 
that as to temporals I hive lack of nothing, and as for 
ſpirituals I abound and ſuper-abound, and the ſtreams 
of my comforts have been full and running over; the 
joy of the Lord hath been my itrength at the weakeſt, 
and in the multitude of my thoughts within me, his 
comforts have refreſhed my ſoul. I have found God a 
ſatisfving portion to me, and have fat down under his 
ſhadow with full delights, and his fruit is moſt ſweet 


to my taſte: he is my ſtrength and my ſong, for I 


will talk of him, and write of him with perpetual plea- 
ſure, Through grace, I can ſay, methinks I am now 
in my element, ſince I have begun to make mention 
of him, I am rich in him, and happy in him, and 


my ſoul ſaith unto him with David, Thou haſt made 
me 
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me moſt bleſſed for evermore, and happy is the hour 
that ever I was born, to be made partaker of fo bliſsful 
a treaſure, ſo endleſs a felicity, ſuch angelical a prero- 
gative as I have in him: O ſweet are his converſes, 


how delighttul it is to triumph in his love. 


Methinks the ſtory of the lepers comes not unaptly 
to my mind, who ſaid one to another when they had 
eat and drunk and carried away filver and gold and 
raiment, and went and hid it, We do not well, this day 
is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace. It is fit 
that I ſhould be clothed with ſhame; I acknowledge 
before God who trieth the hearts, I am unworthy 
everlaſtingly unworthy, but it 1s not fit that he ſhould 
loſe his praiſe, nay rather let him be more adored, 


and magnified and admired for ever and ever. Bleisf 


the Lord, O my foul, bleſs the Lord, O my friend, let 
us exalt his name together, he is my ſolace in my 
ſolitude, he is my itanding comforter, my tried 
friend, my ſure retuge, my ſafe retreat, he is my 
paradiſe, he is my heaven; and my heart is at reſt 
in him: and I will fit and fing under his ſhadow, as a 
bird among the branches. And whither ſhould I go 
but unto him ? Shall I leave the fatneſs of the olive, 
and the ſweetneſs of the fig-tree, ard of the vine, and 
go and put my truſt under the ſhadow of the bramble ? 
No, I have mide my everlaſting choice: this is my 
reſt tor ever, he is my well-beloved, in whom I am 
well pleaſed. Suffer me to boaſt a little here, I may 
glory without vanity, and I can praiſe him without 
end or meaſure, but I have nothing to ſay of mylelt : 
I find thou doſt over-value me, ſet the crown upon the 
head of Chriſt, let nothing be great with thee but him, 
give him the glory: God that knoweth all things, 
knoweth em; poverty, how little, how low, and how 
mean I am, and how ſhort I come of the attainments 
of the faints, who yet themſelves come fo exceedingly 
ſhort of the rule that God hath ſet before us; I often 
think of the complaint of the devout Monſſekr de Renty 
[1 feel myſelf very poor this week; and very defective 
in the love of God; if you would know wherein you 
pleaſure me, love God more : that what is wanting in 
me, may be made up in the abundance of your love: 
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in this thou may ſt moſt highly pleaſure me: lore God 
a little the better, praiſe him a lit le the mort tur my 
ſake ; let me have this to pleaſe my{eit in, that God 
is a little the better loved for me, and that I have bluwed 
up, if it be but one ſpark of divine love in the boſom of 
my deareſt friends towards him. 

Thy cautions are acceptable to me, I defire to pro- 
vide for manifold changes and ſtorms; I know I am not 
yet in the harbour; O pray with me that I enter not 
into temptation, tor I am very weak in ſpirit, as well 
as in body, God knoweth, fomewhere or other I mutt 
break off; and thou wilt ſay it is time to ſhut up; for 
once only know, that I am thy daily orator, and will 


be whilſt Jam: and yet once more, I muſt have room 


to add my thankful acknowledgment of thine, with our 
molt dear affections to you both, I commend you to the 
God oi love, ſtill abiding, 


Thy faft and ſure 
FRIEND, 
Bath, Of, I2, 1663, 


L-5-+E- 6K AVI 
Dear Covſin, 


| HE welcome tidings of your ſafe arrival at Bar- 

badoes is come to my ears; as alſo the news of 
your eſcape from a perilous fickneſs, for which 1 bleſs 
the Lord. I have conſidered, that God had bereft you 
of a careful father, and that your mother takes but little 
care for you; ſo that you have none nearer than myſelf 
to watch for your ſoul, and to charge and admoniſh you 
in the Lord. 

But yet, be not diſcouraged by theſe things, but 
look to heaven, fly unto Jeſus, put away every known 
fin, ſet upon the conſcientious performance of every 
known duty; make Chriſt your choice, embrace him 
upon his own terms: deliver up yourſelf, body and foul 
to him: ſee that you have no relerves nor limitations 


in your choice of him; give him your very heatt; 
caſt 


— 
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caſt away your worldly hopes and expectations, make 


religion your buſineſs, 
Theſe things do and you ſhall be ſure of a friend 


in heaven ; and, if I may be any comfort to you, you 
ſhall not fajl, while I live, to have one friend on earth 
to care tor you. You are gone far from me, even to 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth: but I have ſent theſe 
letters to call atter you; yea, not only to call, but to 
cry in your ears. O what is like to become of your 
ſoul! Where is that immortal ſoul of yours like to be 
lodged for ever? Amongt devils or Angels? Upon a 
bed of flames, or in the joys of paradiſe ? 

Goahde; retire from the noiſe of the world, and 
ſay to yourſelt, Ch my foul ! Whither art thou going! 
Do not lug that I muſt be converted or condemned ? 
That 1 muſt be ſandified, or I can never be ſaved? Oh 
my ſoul ! What ſeckeſt thou? What is my chief care? 
Is it for this world, or the world to come? Do I firſt 
ſeck the kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſnel; 
thereof? Do I think heaven will drop into my mouth? 
That glory and immortality will be got with a wet 
finger, with cold prayers, and heartleſs wiſhes, while 
the world has my heart? Do I think to be crowned, 
and yet never fight? Lo gain the race and never run? 
To enter at the ftrait gate, and never itrive ? To over- 
come principalities and powers, and never wreſtle? 
No, no; Oh my ſoul, either lay by the hopes of 
heaven for ever, or rouſe up thyſelf, put forth thy 
ſtrength after God and glory; either lay by thy 
worldly hopes, or thy hopes of immortality; away 
with thy fins, or let Chriſt go tor ever; think not to 
have Chriſt and the world too, to ierve God and mam- 
mon: if thou follow the world as thy deſire and delight; 
thou. muſt die : the Lord hath ſpoken it, and all the 
world can never reverſe it. Thus reaſon the caſe with 
your own ſoul, and give not reit to thyſelf night or 
day, till thou art gotten off from the world, broken off 
from every known fin, and got ſafe into Chriſt, 

Dear couſin, I charge you by the Lord, to obſerve 


theſe things; pray over them, yeep over them, read 
them 
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them again and again; do not paſs them over as ſlight 
and ordinary things: Your Soul is at ſtake, it is your 
ſalvation which is concern'd in them; think not that I 


am in jeſt with you, 1 travel in birth with you, *till 
Chriſt be formed in you. Why ſhould you die? Oh 
repent and live, lay hold on eternal life, win Chriſt, 
and you win all, Oh be thankful to the Lord, that 
now you are fatherleſs and friendlels, yet you have one 
Remembrancer to warn you to flee from the wrath to 
come. God forbid that I ſhould find you at laſt in the 
place of torments, for your not embracing theſe coun- 
cils. To conclude, J charge you as a Miniſter, as a 
Father, Take heed of theſe three things : 


1. Leſt the gain of the world prove the loſe of your Soul : 
2. Left company draw_you from God: 


3. Left a lofty or a worldly heart ſhould thruſt you out 
of the Kingdom of Heawen, 


Oh labour, whatever you do, for an humble heart : 
Be little, be vile in your own eyes; ſeek not after great 
things ; be poor 1n ſpirit: without this, Heaven will 
be no place for you. Your lot is fallen in a place of 
great wickedneſs, where your ſoul is in much danger, 
where your temptations are many, and your helps for 
heaven but few: where good examples are rare, and 
many will entice you to fin and vanity. O! look about 
you, conſider your danger, fear leſt you ſhould miſcarry 
forever. I can but warn you and pray for you : But 
though you have none to overſee you, remember the 


eye of God is upon you, to obſerve all 2 actions, 


and that he will ſurely bring ali your practices into his 
judgment. I commend you to the Lord, and remain, 


Your loving and careful Uncle, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


Augnft 19, 1668. 


G LET. 


LEE I TEN XXVIII. 


Dear F. ind, 


OUR Letter was exceeding welcome to me, not 
| only as reviving the Remembrance of our old 
Friendſhip, but allo, as bringing me news of ſome ſpiri- 
tual good that vou have received by me, which is the 
beſt tidings that I can receive : For what do I hve for, 
but to be uſeful to ſouls in my generation? I defire no 
other buſineſs than to pleaſe and honour my God, and 
ſerve my generation in that ſhort allowance of time I 
have here. Shall I commend to you the Leſſon that I 
am about to learn? It is, to be entirely devoted to the 
Lord, that 1 may be able to ſay after the apoſile, To me to 
live is Chriff, I would not be ſerving God only for a 
Day in the Week, or an hour or two in the Day : but 
every day, and all the day. I am ambitious to come 
up to that of our Lord aud Maſter, To do akvays thoſe 
things that pleaſe God, I plainly ſee that ſelt-ſeek- 
ing is felt-undoing; and that then we promote our— 
ſelves beſt, when we pleaſe God moſt, 1 find, that 
when I have done all, if God be not pleaſed, I have 
done nothing: And it I can but approve myſelt to God, 
my work is done: I RECKON I DO NOT LIVE, THAT 
TIME I DO Nor LIVE To GOD. 

I am fain to cut off ſo many hours from my days, and 
ſo many years from my life, as I have lived to myſelf, 
I find no enemy ſo dangerous as myſelf, and O that 
others may take warning by my hurt: O that I had 
lived wholly to God! Then had every day and every 
hour that I have ſpent, been found upon my account 


at that day: Then I had been rich indeed, in treaſure 


laid up there, whither I am apace removing; then TI 
had been every day and hour adding to the heap, and 
increaſing the reward which God of his mere Grace 
hath promiſed, even to the meaneſt work that is done to 
him. I perceive I am an eternal loſer by acting no more 
for God; for what is done to myſelf is loſt; but what 
is done for God, 1s done for ever, and ſhall receive an 
ever- 
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everlaſting reward. Verily, if there be a world to come, 
and an eternal ſtate after this ſhort life, it is our only 
Wiſdom to be removing, and, as it were, tranſplanting 
and tranſporting what we can from hence into that 
Country to which we are ſhortly to be removed, that 
what we are now doing we may reap the fruit of for 
Sever. 

Well, let us be wholly ſwallowed up in religion, and 
know no other intereſt but Jeſus Chriſt. I cannot fay, 
I have already attained ; but this is, that my heait is 
ſet to learn, That in all that 1 do, whether facrcd or 
civil actions, ſtill I may be doing but one work, and 
driving on one deſign, That God may be plraſed b me, 
and zlorijied in me, That not only my praying, preach- 
ing, alms, may be found upon my account; but even 
my eating, drinking, ſleeping, vilits, diſcourſes, becauſe 
they are done to God, Too oiten do I miſs my mark; 
but I will tell you what are the rules I ſet mylelf; 
Newer to le den buten the Name of God; not barely 


for natural R | it that a wearied Servant of 
Chriit nay * fitted to ſerve him better the 
next d 0 rije up but with this Rejolution, I 
20014 gn 7 ay in the name of ( , and wwiil make 
R, 125 a 5, and ſpond Ve day for ce N %. Newer 
tn en n calling, hut firſt thinking, I vill do theſe 
bows becauſe 1 reh theſe thing 
F221 FEI unto God, becauſe he IECQUITEL the E 1188 


at m. nds in the place and ſtation he hath put me in— 
to. Newer to /it down to table, but reſolving J will not cat 
merely to pleaſe my appetite, but to ſtrengthen myſelf for my 
maſter's work, Newer to make a viſit, but to leave ſome— 
thing of God where T go; and in every company to leave 


\ ſome good favour behind, This is that which I am preſ- 


ſing hard after: And if I ſtrive not to walk by theſe 
Rules, let this paper be a witneſs againſt me, 

I perceive you are otherwiſe perſuaded in ſome things 
than I am: But however, I truſt we meet in our End. 
May it be your whole ſtudy to gain fouls, and to build 
them up in holineſs, which is with too many the leaſt 
of their cares: One duty (miſerably neglected) I ſhall 
be bold to recommend from my own experience, and 

2 that 
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that is, the viſiting your whole flock from houſe to houſe, 
and enquiring into their ſpiritual eſtates particularly, 
and dealing plainly and truly with them about their 
converſion to God: 

You ſee how free I am with you; but I know your 
Candour. I rejoice in your happy yoke-fellow : Salute 
her from your old Friend, and accept of the unfeigned 
reſpeQs of him who is, Sir, 


Your real and faithful friend, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


LTT TER ALA: 


[To a Miniſter in Priſon.] 
Worthy Sir, 


T was but a little after my releaſe from my own con- 
finement but I heard of yours; and now write to 
you as one that hath taken a higher degree than ever, 
being commenced Priſoner of Chriſt. I was once at- 
fected with the picture of a devout man, to whom a 
voice came down from heaven, ſaying, 2wuid vis fieri 
pro te? To which he anſwered, Nihil, Domine, uiſi pati 
ac contemn pro lo. Undoubtedly, Sir, it is our real glo- 
ry to be throughout conf:;med to Jeſus Chriſt, not on- 
ly in his ſanctity, but in his ſufferings. I doubt not 
you! confolations in Chiiſt ſuperabound in all your tri- 
bulations for him: Yet led me add this, That you have 
a whole ſhoal of promiſes come in to you, which you 
had not before; I me.n all the promiſes to ſuffering 
ſaints, in which they have not ſo immediate a relation, 
unleſs in a ſuffering ſtate: and doubtleſs he hath got 
well, that hath gotten ſuch a number of exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, 
I can tell you little good of myſelf; but this I can 
tell you, That the promiſes of God were never ſo ſweet 


to me, as ſince my impriſoned ſtate, It ſhames me that 
I 
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I have left ſuch a treaſure lie by ſo long, and have 
made ſo little uſe of it. Never did my ſoul know the 


heaven of a believer's life, 'till I learnt to lire a life of 


praiſe, and ſo ſet home the unſpeakable riches of the 
divine promiſes, to which, through grace, I am made an 
heir, I verily perceive that all our work were done, 
if we could but prevail with ourſelves and others to live 
like. believers; to tell all the world hy our carriage, 
that there is ſuch pleaſantneſs in Chriit's ways, ſuch 
beauty in holineſs, ſuch reward to obedience, as we 
profeſs to believe! 


It is but a little while that priſons ſhall hold us, er 


that we ſhall dwell in dirty fleth, Pophyry tells us of 
Plotiuus, that he was aſhamed to ſee himfelt in the 
body : to fee a divine and immortal ſoul in a priſon 
of fleſh (for ſo they held the body to be;) but the worſt 
ſhackles are thoſe of fin, Well, they mult ſhortly fall 
off; our Lord doth not long intend us for this lower 
region: ſurely he 1s gone to prepare a place for us: 
yea, and he will come again, and receive us to himſelf, 
that where he is, we may be alſo. And what hive we 
to do, but to believe and wait, and love, and long, 
and look out for his coming, in which is all our hope? 
*Twill be time enough for us to be preferred then, We 
know before-hand who ſhall then be uppermoſt, Our 
Lord hath ſhewed us where our places ſhall be, even 
at his own right hand; and what he will ſay to us, 
Come ye bleſſed, Surely we ſhall ſtand in his judgment 
he hath promiſed to ſtand our friend: let us look for 
the joyful day: and ſure as there is a God, this day: 
will come, .and then it ſhall go well with us. What if 
bonds and baniſhment abide us for a ſeaſon? This is 
nothing but what our Lord hath told us, The vorld /hall 
rejoice, but ye ſhall lament : ye ſhall be ſorrowful, but your 
ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy. Oh how reviving are his 


words! I avill /ee you again, aud your heart ſtall rejoice, 


and your joy no man taketh from you. | 
If that miſerable wretch leapt chearfully off the lad-- 
der, ſaying, I Hall be a queen in bell: with what joy: 
mould we do and ſuffer for God, knowing that we 
G 3 ſhall 
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ſhall be crowned in heaven? They are wonderful pre pa- 
rat ions that are making tor us: the Lord make us meet 
to be partakers. It was the higheſt commendation that 
ever that worthy R. Baxter received, which fell from 
his ſcoffing adverſary Tilenus, Totum Puritaniſmum totus 
/pirat. Oh that this may be true of us and ours! | 

Let your true yoke-fellow, and my chriſtian friends 
with you, have my hearty commendation ; and theſe 
counſels I pray you give them from me. 


1. To habituate themſelves, both as to their thoughts and 


diſcourſes, more throughly than ever to holineſs, Bre- 
thren, I would teach you the leſſon that I reſolve to 
learn, That your minds and tongues may as naturally 
run upon the things of heaven, as others on the things 
of this world, Why ſhould it not be thus? I am ſure 
God and heaven as well deſerve to be thought on, and 
talked of as froth and vanity. There are many that 
have in a great meaſure learnt this leſſon, and why 
ſhould not we? What if it be hard at firſt ? every thing 
is ſo to a beginner, And is not ours a religion of ſelt- 
denial * If we do but force ourfelves a while to hol 
thoughts, and heavenly diſcourſe, it will grow habi- 
tual to us, and then it will be moſt natural, familiar, 
and ſweet. O what gainers will you be, if you learn 
this leflon ! 

»Tis the ſhame of religion, that chriſtians are fo 
unhke themſelves, unleſs upon their knees. Our 
lives and language fhould tell the world what we 
are, and whither we are going. Chriſtians, let little 
things content you in the world, but aſpire after 
great things in the grace of God. Many do little 
think what high degrees of holineſs they may grow 
up to even in this life with pains and diligence. Sirs, 
be you men of great deſigns: think it not enough if 
you have wherewith to bear your charges to heaven; 
but aſpire to be great in the court of heaven, favou- 
rites of the Moſt High, of tall growth, ſingular 
communion, that you may burn and ſhine in your 
place, that you may ſavour of heaven wherever you 
come, and that there may be an even-ſpun thread of 


holineſs 
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hotineſs running through your whole courſe. Tis 
our diſgrace, that there is ſo little difference to be ſeen 
in the ordinary converſation of believers and other men : 
Is it not a ſhame, that when we are in company with 
others, this ſhould be all the difference that is to be 
ſeen, that we will not curſe and ſwear? If you will 
honour the goſpel, bring forth your religion out of 
your cloſets into your ſhops, trades, vifits ; and exem- 
plify the rules of religion in the management of all 
your relations, and in your ordinary converſe, Let 
there be no place or company that you come into, in 


which you do no not drop ſomething of God: this 


will be the glory of religion, and we ſhall never con- 
vince the world *till we come to this. May you come, 
my brethren, out ef your priſons with your faces ſhin- 
ing, having your minds ſeaſoned, and your tongues tipt 


with holineſs: may your mouths be as a well of life, 


from whence may flow the holy ſtreams of edifying diſ- 
courſe: may you ever remember, as you are fitting in 
your houſes, going by the way, lying down, rifing up, 
what the Lark doth then require of you, 

2. To improve their preſent retirements from the world, 
For the ſettling their ſpiritual eflates. Tis a common 
complaint amongſt chriſtians, that they want aſſurance. 
Oh, if any of you that wanted aſſurance when you came 
to priſon, may carry that blefſing out, what happy 
gainers would you be! Now you are called more than 
ever to ſelf-ſearching. Now bring your graces to the 
touchſtone. Be much in ſelf-oblervation. Reſt not 


in probable hopes. Thi: k not that it is enough that 


you can ſay, you hope *tis well. Be reſtleſs *till 
you can ſay, that you know *tis well ; that you know 
you are paſſed from death to life. 

Think not that this is a privilege that only a few 
may expect. Obſerve but theſe three things : 

I. To take heed of laying the marks of ſalvation either 
too high or too low. 

2. To be much in obſerving the frame, and bent, and 
evorkings of your own heart. 


3. To 
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3. To be univerſally conſcientious, and to be conſtant in 
even and cloſe walking, and then I doubt not but you] I! 
will have a ſettled aſſurance, and know and feel that lee 
peace of God that paſſeth ail underſtanding. jo) 

I wiſh your priſon may be a paradiſe of peace, and} je 
a Patmos of divine diicoveries, Lord Fe/irs jet to thy gi\ 
Amen. I am, Sir, 


Your unworihy brother aud companion in the 


kingdom and patience of Jeſus, 
JOS, ALLEINE. 


Fan. 10, 1664. 
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To the mofi beloved people, the ſervants of Godin Taunton, 
Salvation. 


Mo dearly belowed and longed for, 


my joy and CYOTUN. 


Y heart's defire and prayer for you 1s, that yow 
may be ſaved, This is that which I have been 
praying and ſtudying, and preaching for theſe many 

years: and this is the end of my ſuffering, and writ- 
ing at this preſent time. I ſeek not other gifts, give 
me your hearts, let me but part between your fins and 
you; . ſuffer me but to ſave you; give me leave to carry 
you over to Jeſus Chriſt, and J will not aſk you any 
more. Iwill ſerve you gladly, I will ſufter for you 
thankfully, ſo I may but ſave you. Do not wonder 
why I follow you fo preſſingly, why I call upon you 
ſo frequently; let not my importunity be grievous to 
you, all this is but to ſave you, Chriſt did not think 
his blood, and ſhall I think my breath too dear in or- 
der to your ſalvation; what pity is it, that any of you 
ſhould miſcarry at laſt, under the power of ignorance, 
or by a profane negligence, or a formal and liteleſs pro- 


feſſion of ſtrict godlineſs? 
Be- 
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12 Beloved, I am afraid of you, leſt (as to many of you) 
„ou have run in vain. I cannot but thankfully acknow- 
hat} ledge, that there are not a few of you who are the 

joy of your miniſters, and the glory of Chriſt. But 
and it cannot be difſembled, that far the greater number 
thy give little ground to hope, they are in the ſtate of 
ſalvation, And muſt not this be a pinching thought 
to a compaſſionate teacher, that he cannot perſuade 
men, but that the moſt of them will wilfully throw 
away themſelves ? Is it not a woful fight, to behold the 
devils driving a great part of our miſerable flocks, 
(as they did once the herd of ſwine) violently down 
the hill, till they be choaked in the water, Covent 
in the gulph of endleſs perdition ? Ah miſerable ipec- 
tacle ! What through the wilful blindneſs of ſome, the 
looſeneſs and ſenſuality of others, the halving, and 
cold, and cuſtomary religion of others, how great a 
number of our poor flocks, is Satan like to carry 
utterly away from us, after all that hath been done to 
ſave them? 

Yet I cannot but call after them. Hearken unto me, 
O ye children, How long will ye love vanity, and 
truſt in lying words ? As the Lord liveth, you are loſt, 
except you turn: wherefore turn your'elves and live 
ye, Ah how mercy wooeth you! How it waiteth to 
be gracious! Hear, O finners, hear, See you not how 
the merciful Saviour of the world ftretcheth forth his 
hands all the day long, and ſpreadeth forth his wings, 
nd calleth you as a hen doth her chickens ! Hear 
ou not the ſounding of his bowels * He hath no 
eed of you: yet how do his compaſiions melt over 

riſhing ſinners? His heart is turned within him, 
nd ſhail not this turn your hearts ? His repentings 
re kindled together, and ſhall not this lead you to 
epeniance? Behold, he ſtandeth at the door and 
nocketh. O man, wilt thou keep Jeſus at the door, 
nd lodge Barabbas in thy boſom ? Oh his melting 
ove to finners! He calleth after them, he weepeth 
ver them, he crieth to them. How long, ye ſimple 
nes, will you love ſimplicity ? Will you not be made 
lean? When ſhall it once be? Why will you v2 

| urn 


On, 


Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my 
Spirit upon vou. Sinner, art thou not yet melted ? Oh 
come in at his loving cal. Come out from thy fins : 
Touch the fcep:re of grace and live: why ſhouldſt 
thou be daſhed in pieces by his iron rod ? Kiſs the Son: 
why ſhouldſt thou periſh in the way? Ser up Jeſus as 
thy king, leſt he count thee for his enemy, becaule 
thou wouldſt not that he ſhould reign over thee, and 
fo thou be called t.,rth and flain before him. Oh how 
dicautul will this caſe be, to die by the hand of a 
Saviour! Oh double hell, to have thy Redeemer become 
thy executioner! And che band that was ſo long 
ſt etched forth to ſave thee, to be now ſtretched forth to 
flay thee! And the merciful heart of Chriſt himſelf 
hardened againſt thee, fo that he ſhould call thee forth, 
and hew tliee in pieces, as Samuel did Agag before the 
Lord. 

Beloved, I deſpair of ever bringing you to falvation, 
without fanctification: or poſſeſſing yuu-wih happineſs 
without perſuading you to ho..velss, God knows 
I have not the leaſt hope ever to one of your faces 
in heaven, except you be ſanctifſie, I exerciſe vour— 
ſelves unto godlineſs. This is tat drive at, I ne» 
ſeech you ſtudy to further perſonal g2/! , and family 
godlingſi. | 

1. Perſonal godlineſ, Let it be your fi ſt care to tet 
up Chriſt in your hearts. See that you make all your 
worldly intereſts floop to him, that you be entirely 
and unreſervedly devoted to him, If you deliberately 
and ordinarily harbour any fin, vou are undone. See 
that you unfeignedly take the laws of Chriſt, as the 
rule of your words, thoughts, and actions; and fub- 
ject your whole man, faithfully to him. If you have 
a true reſpect unto all God's commandments, you are 
ſound at heart, O ſtudy to get the image and impreſs 
of Chriſt upon you within. Begin with your hearts, 
_ elſe you build without a foundation. Labour to get a 
ſaving change within, or elſe all external pertormances 
will be to no purpoſe. And then ſtudy to ſhew forth 
the power of godlineſs in your life. Let piety be your 
buſineſs, Tis the higheſt point of juſtice, to give God 

his 
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Beware that none of you be a prayerleſs per- 
fon; for that is a certain diſcovery of a Ch::\tleſs and 
a graceleſs perſon. Suffer not your Bibles to gather duſt, 


his due. 


See that you converſe daily with the word. That man 
can never lay claim to bleſſedne's, whole delight 15 not 
in the Law of the Lord. Let meditation and {elt-exa- 
mination be your daily exercile, elſe the papiſts, yea the 
pagans will condemn us. If ever you come to any 
growth in holineſs, without the conitan: uſe of this 
practice, I am groſsly deceived. And therefore I be- 
ſeech, yea even charge you by the Lord, that you would 
daily examine yourſelves. 

But piety without charity is but the half of Chriſti— 
anity, or rather imptous Hypocriſy. See therefore that 
you do juſtly, and love mercy, and let equity and cha- 
rity run like an even thread, through all your dealings. 
Be you temperate in all things, ard let chaſtity and ſo- 
briety be your undivided companions. Let truth and 
purity, ſeriouſneſs and modeſty, heavenlineſs and gravi- 
ty be the conſtant ornaments of your ſpeech, Let pa- 
tience and humility, ſimplicity and fincerity ſhine in all 
parts of your converſation, See that you forget and 
forgive wrongs, and requite them with kindneſs. Be 
merciful in your cenſures, and put the moſt favourable 
conſtruction upon your brethren's carriage. Be flow in 
promifing, punctual in fulfilling. Let meeknefs, inno- 
cency, aftableveſs, yieldingaeſs and courteſy, commend 
your converſation to all men, Let none of your rela- 
tions want that love and loyalty, that reverence and 
duty, that tenderneſs, care, and vigilancy, which their 
ſeveral places and capacities call for. This is true god- 
lineſs, I charge you before the moſt high God, that 
none of you be found a ſwearer, or a lyar, a lover 
evil company, or a ſcoffer, or m4ilicious, or covetous, or 
a drunkard, or a gluiton, unrichteous in his dealing, 
unclean in his living, or a quarreler, or a thief, or back- 
biter, or a railer: For I denounce unto you from the 
living God, that damnation is the end of all tuch. 

2. Family Godlineſs, He that hath ſet up Chriſt in 
his heart, will be ſure to ſtudy to ſet him up in his 

Houſe 
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Houſe, Let every family with you be a Chriſtian 

Church; every houſe, a houſe of prayer; every houf- 

hold a houſhold of faith, Let every houſholder fay, 

with Joſhua, I with my houſe will ſerve the Lord, and 

2 David, I will walk within my houſe qwith a perfect 
cart. 

Fir, Let Religion be in your families, not as a mat - 
ter by the by, but the ſtanding buſineſs of the Houſe. 
Let them have your prayers as duly as their meals; is 
there any of your families but have time for their tak- 
ing food? Wretched man! Canſt thou find time to eat, 
and not time to pray? 

Secondly, Settle it upon your hearts, that your ſouls 
are bound up in the ſouls of your family. They are 
committed to you, and (if they be loſt through your 
neglect) will be required at your hands: Sirs, if you do 
not, you ſhall know that the charge of ſouls is a heavy 
charge, and that the blood of ſouls is a heavy guilt, O 
man ! haſt thou a charge of ſouls to anſwer for, and doſt 
thou not yet beſtir thyſelf for them, that their blood 
may not be found in thy ſkirts? Wilt thou do no more 
for immortal ſouls, than thou wilt do for the beaſts 
that periſh? What doſt thou do for thy children and ſer- 
vants? Thou provideſt meat and drink for them, and 
doſt thou not the ſame for thy beaſts? Thou giveſt 
them medicines, and cheriſheſt them when they are 
ſick, and doſt thou not ſo much for thy ſwine? More 
particularly, | 

t. Let the ſolemn reading of the Word, and finging of 
Pſalms be your family Exerciſes. See Chriſt finging with 
his Family, his diſciples, Matt. xxvi. 30. Luke ix. 18, 

2. Let every perſon in your family be duly called to an 
account of their profiting by the Word heard or read, as they 
are about doing your own buſineſs. This is a duty of 
conſequence unſpeakable, and would be a means to bring 
thoſe under your charge to remember and profit by 
what they receive. 

3. Often take account of the ſouls under your care, con- 
cerning their Spiritual Eflates, Make enquiry into their 
conditions, inſiſt much upon the ſinfulneſs and miſery 


of their natural eſtate, and upon the neceſſity of Re- 
generation 
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generation, in order to their ſalvation. Admoniſhing 
them gravely, of their ſins, encourage beginnings. Fol- 


low them earneſtly, and let them have no quiet for you, 


"till you ſee in them a ſaving change, This is a duty 
of high conſequence, but tearfully neglected by ſome. 
Doth not conſcience ſay, Thou art the Man ? 


4. Look to the firit ſancti hing of the ſabbath by all of © 
your houſholds, Many poor families have little time elſe. 


O improve but your Sa3bath-days as diligently in doing 
your Maker's work, as you do the other days in doing 


your own work, and I doubt not but you may come to 


ſome proficiency. 

8. Let the Morning and Evening ſacrifice of ſolemn 
Prayer, be daily offered up in all your families. Beware 
they be not found among the families that call not upon 
God's name; for why ſhould there be wrath from the 
Lord upon your families? O miſerable families, with- 
out God in the world, that are without family prayer ! 
What have you ſo many family fins, family wants, fa- 
mily miſeries ; what, and yet no family prayers? How 
do you pray with all prayer and ſupplication, if you 
do not with Family prayer; Say not, I have no time. 
What! haſt thou all thy time on purpoſe to ferve God 
and fave thy ſoul, and is this that for which thou canſt 
find no time? Pinch out of your meals and fleep, rather 
than want for prayer? Say not, my bufineſs will not 
give leave, This 1s thy greateſt buſineſs, to ſave thy- 
ſelf, and the Souls committed to thee, In a word, the 
bleſſing of all is to be got by prayer. And what is thy 
buſineſs without God's bleſſing? Say not, I am not 
able. Uſe thy one talent, and God will increaſe it. 
Helps are to be had *till thou art better able. - 

6. Put every one in your families upon private 
Prayer. Obſerve whether any perform it. Get them 
the help of a form, if they need it, till they are able to 
go without. Direct them how to pray, by minding 
them of their fins, wants and mercies, the materials of 
Prayer. : 

7. Set up Catechizing in your families, at leaſt once 
every week, It was my parting, dying- requeſt, that 


you would ſet up and maintain this duty in your fami- 
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lies. Have you all done it accordingly ? Cannot your 
conſciences witneſs, cannot your families witneſs you 
have not? Well, I thought my paring words would 
have done ſomething with you: I hoped the fervent 
requeſt of a dying miniſter, would have prevailed for 
ſuch a ſmall matter with you. To this day without 
ſolemn catechizing in your houſes! Ah, what a diſ- 
couragement to your teacher is this? Brethren, ſhall 
I yet prevail with you? Will you reject me alſo? O 
let me perſuade you, before you take off your eyes from 
theſe lines, to reſolve to ſet upon the conſtant exerciſe 
of this duty. Surely I have done and ſuffered more for 
you than this comes to: Will you deny me? I beſeech 
you, let me find if ever God brings me again to viſit 
your Houſes, that the words of a ſuffering miniſter 
have ſome power with you, I have ſent you help on 
purpoſe : What ſhall all my perſwaſions be but ſpeak- 
ing tothe wind? Beloved, have you not read of the 
Almighty's Charge, That you ſhould teach theſe things 
dil geniiy to your children, and talk of them as vou fit in your 
houſes, and train them up in the way they ſhould go. Hath 
God fo commanded 4braham, that he would teach his 
Children and his houjhold, Gen. xviii. 19. and given ſuch 
a Promiſe to him thereupon, and will not you put in 
for a ſhare either in the praiſe or the promiſe ? Say not 
they are careleſs, and will not learn. What have yau 
your authority for, if not to uſe it for God, and the 
Good of their ſouls? You will call them up, and force 
them to do your work; and ſhould you not at leaſt be 
as zealous in putting them upon God's work? Say 
not, „ they are dull and not capable.” If they be dull, 
God requires of you the more Pains and Patience; 
but ſo dul as they are, you will make them learn how 
to work; and can they not learn how to live? Are 
they capable of the myſteries of your trade, and are 
they not capable of the plain principles of religion? 
Well, as ever you would ſee the growth of religion, 
the cure of ignorance, the remedy of profaneneſs, the 
downfall of error, fulfil ye my joy with going through 

with this duty, 
I have been long, and yet I am afraid my letter will 
de ended before my work is done: How loath * I to 
cave 
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leave you, before I have prevailed with you to ſet to 


this work ? Will you paſs your promiſe, will you give 
me your hands? Oh that you would? You cannot do 
Beloved, why ſhould you not 
give the hand one to another, and mutually engage each 
to other, for more vigorous and diligent endeavours, 
I muit tell you, God 
looks for more than ordinary from you, in ſuch a day 
as this, He expects that you ſhould do both in your 
hearts and in your houſes, ſomewhat more than ever, 
under theſe his extraordinary diſpenſations. My moſt 
dearly beloved, mine own bowels in the Lord, will 
you ſatisfy the longings of a travailing miniſter ? Will 
you anſwer the calls of divine providence ? Would you 
that your children ſhould bleſs you * Oh, then ſet up 
piety in your families. As ever you would be bleſſed, 
or be a bleſſing, let your heart, and your houſes be 
the temples of the living God, in which his worſhip 
(according to the forementioned directions) may be 
with conſtancy reverently performed. 


Father of Spirits, that haſt ſet me over thy flock, 

to watch for their ſouls as one that muſt give an 
account: I have long ſtudied thy will, aud taught in 
thy name, and do unfeignedly bleſs thee, that any 
have believed my report, I have given unto them 
the words which thou gaveſt me, and they have re- 
ceived them, I have manifeſted thy name unto them, 
and they have kept thy word. And now I am no 
more with them, but I come unto thee ! Holy Father, 
keep them through thine own name; for they are thine, 
As they have kept the word of thy patience, ſo keep 
thou them in the hour of temptation. They are but a 
little and a helpleſs flock : but thou art their ſhepherd, 
ſuffer them not to want. Do thou feed them, and fold 
them. Let thy rod and thy ſtaff comfort them, and 


let not the beaſts of prey fall upon them, to the ſpoiling 


of their ſouls. 
But what ſhall I do for them that will not be gathered? 
I have called after them, but they would not anſwer ; I 
haye charged them in thy name, but they as not 
ear; 
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hear; I have ſtudied to ſpeak perſuifively to them; but 


T cannot prevail. Then I ſaid, I have laboured in vain; 
I have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, yet I cannot give 
them over, much lefs can I give thee over. Lord per- 
Tuade Japhet to dwell in the tents of H. Lord com- 
pel them to come in, and lay thy hands of mercy upon 


them, as thop didit on lingering Lot, and bring them 


forth, that they may eſcape for their lives, and not be 
conſumed, Lord I pray thee open their eyes that they 
may ſee, and lay hold upon their hearts by thy omni- 
potent grace. Do thou turn them, and they ſhall be 
turned: O bring back the miſerable captives, and ſuf- 


fer not the enemy of maukind to drive away the moſt 


of the flock before mine eyes, and to deride the fruit- 
leſs endeavours of thy labourers, and boaſt over them, 
that he can do more with them, though he ſeek to ruin 
them, than all the beſeechings, counſels, and charges of 
thy ſervants that ſeek to ſave them. Lord, if I could find 
out any thing that would pierce them, that would 
make its way into their hearts, thou knoweſt I would 
uſe it. But I have been many years pleading the cauſe 


in vain. O let not theſe endeavours alſo be loſt, O 


God, find out every ignorant, every profane ſinner, 
every prayerleſs ſoul, and every prayerleſs family, and 
convince them of their miſerable condition, while wich- 
out thee in the world. Set thy image upon their ſouls, 
ſet up thy worſhip in their families, Let not pride, 
Ignorance, or floth keep them in neglect of the means 
of knowledge. Let thine eyes be over the place of my 
defires for good, from one end of the year to the other 
end thereof. Let every houſe therein be a ſeminary 
of religion, and let thoſe that caſt their eyes upon theſe 


lines, find thee fliding in by the ſecret influence of thy 


grace into their hearts, and irreſiſtibly engaging them 


£0 do thy pleaſure. Amen, Amen. 
JOS. ALLEIN . 
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